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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. JOHN WITHERSPOON, D.D. LL. D. 
PRESIDENT OF NEW-JERSEY COLLEGE, AMERICA. 


From the Evangelical Magazine. 


Dr. WITHERSPOON was a 
branch of a very respectable fam. 
ily, which had long possessed a 
considerable landed property in 
the east of Scotland. He was 
lineally descendedfrom the Rev. 
John Knox, well known as the 
prime instrument of spreading 
and establishing the reformed 
religion in Scotland. The Doc- 
tor was born on the 5th of Feb- 
ruary, 1722; and his father was 
at that time minister of the par- 
ish of Yester. He was a wor. 
thy man,—eminent not only for 
piety, but for literature, and for 
a habit of extremeaccuracy in all 
his writingsand discourses. The 
father’s example may besupposed 
to have contributed not a little to 
form in the gon that taste and 
love of correctness, united with 
a dignified simplicity, for which 
he was so justly distinguished 
through the whole of his life. 

Young Witherspoon was very 
early sent to the public school at 
Haddington; where no expense 
Was spared in his education. 
Here he was distinguished for as- 
Siduity in his studies, for sound. 
Ress of judgment, and for clear. 
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ness and quickness of percep- 
tion. 

At the age of 14 he wasremov.- 
ed to the University of Edin- 
burgh ; where he continued at. 
tending the different professors, 
with a great degree of credit in 
all the branches of Jearning, un. 
til the age of 21, when he was 
licensed to preach the gospel. 
When a student at the Divinity 
Hall, his characterstood remark- 
ably high for his taste in sacred 
criticism, and for a precision of 
thinking, and a perspicuity of 
expression rarely attained at so 
early a period. 

He had scarcely left the Uni- 
versity when he was invited to 
be assistant and successor to his 
father, inthe parish of Yester ; 
but he chose rather to accept an 
invitation frem the parish of 


Beith, in the west of Scotland 5’ 


where he was ordained with the 
universal consent of the people, 
and where he afterwards received 
many pleasing tokens of their 
high esteemand cordial affection. 

From Beith he soon recvived 
a call to the large and flourish. 
ing town of Paisley _— he 
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tesided with high reputation, and 
jaboured in the work of the Lord 
with uncommon success ; and 
there his name will long be held in 
sacred remembrance. 

During his residence at Pais- 
ley he was invited to Dublin, tu 
take the charge of a respectable 
congregation in that city. He 
was also invited to Rotterdam, 
in the United Provinces ; andto 
Dundee, in his own country : 
but he could not then be induced 
to quit such asphere of comfort 
and usefulness as Paisley afford- 
edhim. Herejected also, in the 
first instance, the invitation of 
the Trustees of the College of 
New Jersey, in America. He 
thought it almost impossible to 
dissolve connexions at home, 
which had been so long endear- 
ed to him,—to leave a_ place 
where he was so much respected 
and so very happy : but urged 
by the friends whose judgment he 
most respected, and whose friend- 
ship he most valued; hoping too, 
that his sacrifices might be more 
than repaid by his being made 
peculiarly useful in promoting 
the cause of Christ in the new 
world; and knowingthat Jersey 
College had been consecrated 
from its foundation to those great 
objects to which he had devoted 
his life, he consented, on a second 
application, to wave every oth- 
er consideration, and to take the 
im portant charge to which he had 
been called, with the concurrent 


‘wishes and the highest expecta- 


tions of all the friends of the Col. 
lege. Their expectations were 
not disappointed. The reputa- 
tion and prosperity of the Col. 
lege under Dr. Witherspoon's 
administration, equalled the high- 
est hopes that even the most san- 
guine entertained. 


New Jersey College was foun. 
ded, and has since been chiefly 
supported, by private liberality 
and zeal. Its finances were thea 
in a very low and declining con. 
dition: but his reputation exci- 
ted an uncommon liberality in 
the public ; and his personal 
exertions, which extended from 
Massachusetts to Virginia, soon 
raised its funds to a flourishing 
state. 

But its chief advantages were 
derived from his literature, his 
superintendance, his excellent ex. 
ample, aud from the general tone 
which he gave to the literary 
pursuits of the students. For. 
merly, the course of instruction 
had been too superficial, and the 
metaphysics and philosophy that 
were taught, tinctured with the 
dry and unedifying forms of the 
schools. This defect, however, 
ought not to be imputed to the 
worthy men who had before pre. 
sided over the institution; but 
rather to circumstances arising 
from the infant state of the coun. 
try, over which it was not to 
be expected that they could, all 
at once, have a sufficiently com- 
manding power; but since the 
election of Dr. Witherspoon 
to the presidency, learning has 
received an extension, before un- 
known in the American semin- 
aries. He introduced into their 
philosophy the mast liberal and 
modern improvements of Europe. 
He included in the philosophical 
course the general principles of 
policy and public law ; he in- 
corporated with it sound and ra- 
tional metaphysics, equally re- 
mote from the doctrines of fatality 
and contingency; from the bar. 
renness of the schools, and from 
the excessive refinements of those 
contradictory, absurd, and im- 
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pious classes of skeptics, who 
either wholly deny the existence 
of matter, or maintain that noth. 
ing but matter exists in the uni- 
verse. 

The number of men of distin- 
guished talents, in the different 
liberal professions, who received 
the elements of their education 
under Dr. Witherspoon, demon. 
strate how eminent his services 
weretothe collegeof New Jersey. 
Under his auspices have been for- 
med a great proportion of thecler- 
gy of the American Church ; and 
to his able instructions, Ameri- 
ca owes many of her most distin- 
guished legislators. Above thir- 
ty of his pupils have arisen to the 
honour of being members of the 
Congress ; and among these are 
to be found some of the first 
characters for reputation and 
usefulness. 

Dr. Witherspoon continued 
directing the institution till the 
commencement of the American 
war. Butthat calamitous event 
suspended his functions and dis- 
persed the College. Hethen en- 
tered upon a new scene, and ap. 
peared im a new. character. 
Knowing his distinguished abil- 
ities, the citizens of New Jersey 
elected him as one of their dele- 
gates tothat Convention which 
formed their Republican Consti- 
tution. 

From the committees of the 
State he was sent early in the year 
1766, as a representative of the 
peopleof New Jersey tothe Con. 
gress of United America. But 
while he was thus engaged in ser- 
ving his country in the character 
of a civilian, he did not lay aside 
hisduty asa minister. He gladly 
embraced every opportunity of 
preaching, and of discharging 
the other duties of his sacred of. 
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fice. This he considered as his 
highest character, and honour 
in life. 

The College having been col. 
lected as soon as possible after its 
dispersion, instruction was re- 
commenced under the immediate 
care of the vice-president.* Dr. 
Witherspoon’s name, however, 
continued to add celebrity to the 
institution ; and it has fully 
recovered its former reputa- 
tion. 

At the close of the American 
struggle, the Doctor feeling age 
advancing upon him, was desir- 
ous of retiring from Congress, 
and, in a measure, from the bur- 
dens of the College. But, not- 
withstanding his wish for repose, 
he was induced, through his at- 
tachment to the institution over 
which he had so long presided, 
once more to cross the ocean to 
promote its benefit. He again 
visited Britain ; but the fruit of 
his voyage was not answerable 
to the wishes of his American 
friends ; yet they feltnot the less 
indebted to his enterprize and 
zeal, 

Doctor Witherspoon had now 
educated five hundred andtwenty 
three young men, one hundred aud 
fifteen of whom were afterwards 
ministers of the gospel. He had 
the satisfaction to see many of 
his former pupils filling the first 
offices of trust under the govern. 
ment: and on returning one 
day from the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian church, then 
sitting in Philadelphia, he remark- 
ed to his particular friend, ‘I 
cannot, my dear Sir, express the 
satisfaction I feel, when I observe 
that a majority of our General 


* The Rev. Dr. Samue! S. Smith, 
who was unanimously chosen Dr. With. 
erspoon’s succesor, ary 6, 1795, 
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Assembly were once my own pu- 
pils.’ 

For more than two years after 
his death, he suffered the loss of 
his sight ; which contributed to 
hasten the progress of his other 
disorders. These he bore witha 
patience and cheerfulness rarely 
to be met with, even in those 
eminent for wisdom and piety. 


His activity of mind and anxiety | 


to be useful, would not permit 
him, even in this depressing sit- 
uation, to desist from the exer- 
cise of his ministry, and his du- 
ties in the College. He was fre- 
guently led into the pulpit, both 
at home and abroad, during his 
blindness ; and he always acquit- 
ted himself, even then, in his 
usually accurate, impressive, and 
excellent manner. He had the 
felicity of enjoying the full use 
of his mental powers to the very 
last. He died onthe 15th day 
of November, 1794, in the 73d 
year of his age. 

He was buried in the public 
burying-ground in Princeton, 
where a handsome monument is 
erected to his memory, with a 
Latin inscription, detailing many 
of the leading events in his life. 





Of Dr. Witherspoon’s char. 
acter as an author, it is not ne. 
cessary to say much; his wri- 
tings are before the public ; and, 
to every serious, intelligent read. 
er, they must discover an uncom. 
mon knowledge of human nature, 
and a deep and intimate acquaint. 
ance with the Holy Scriptures. 
They generally strike us as being 
at once eloquent and convincing, 
grave and attractive, profound 
and plain, energetic and simple. 
They evidently shew that the au. 
thor’s learning was very exten. 
sive ; that God had given him a 


[ dug, 


great and understanding mind, a 
quick apprehension, and a solid 
judgment. 

Dr. Witherspoon’s talents 
were various. He was not only 
a serious writer, but one who 
possessed also an uncommon fund 
of refined humour and delicate 
satire. A happy specimen of 
this is seen in his Ecclesiastical 
Characteristics. The edge of his 
wit in that performance was di- 
rected against certain corrup- 
tions in principle and practice, 
prevalent in the church of Scot. 
land ; and no attack that was 
ever made upon the moderate 
clergy gave so deep a wound or 
was so severely felt. 

As a preacher, Dr. Wither. 
spoon’s character stood remark. 
ably high. In this department 
he was, in many respects, one of 
the best models on which a yuung 
pul pit-orator could form himself, 
It was a singular felicity to the 
students in the College of New. 
Jersey, that they had such an ex. 
ample before them. Religien, 
from the manner in which it was 
treated by him, always command. 
ed the attention of the hearers, 
even when it did not savingly 
reach their hearts. An admira. 
ble textuary, a profound theolo- 
gian, an universal scholar, sim. 
ple, yet dignified, in his manner, 
he brought forth all the advan. 
tages derived from these sources, 
to the illustration of divine truth. 

Though always solemn, affect- 
ing, and instructive, he was by 
no means the most animated ora. 
tor. A peculiar affection of his 
nerves, which generally overcame 
him when he allowed himself to 
feel very keenly on any subject; 
obliged him, from his earliest en- 
trance on public life, to impose a 
strict restraint on his sensibility. 








1809. } Memoir of Dr. Witherspoon. 10} 


He was, therefore, under the 
necessity of substituting a gravi- 
ty of manner in room of that 
warmth and fire of which he was 
so capable by nature, and which 
he so much admired in others, 
when managed with prudence. 

It was impossible to hear him 
without attention ; or to attend 
to him without improvement. 
He had a happy talent at unfold- 
ing the true meaning of the sa- 
cred writer of his text ;—at con- 
centrating and giving perfect 
unity to every subject which he 
treated, and presenting to his au- 
dience the clearest and most com- 
prehensive views of it. 

The sermons of Doctor With- 
erspoon were distinguished for 
judicious division, for profound 
remarks on human nature and 
human life, and for luminous 
illustrations of Scripture. In 
his discourses, he delighted to 
dwell chiefly on the great and 
distinguishing doctrines of the 
gospel; and these he brought, 
as far as possible, to the level of 
every understanding, and to the 
feelings of every heart. He sel- 
dom chose to Jead his hearers in- 
to speculative discussions ; and 
never to entertain them by a mere 
display of talents. All ostenta- 
tion in the pulpit he viewed with 


the utmost aversion and con. 
tempt During the whole of his 
presidency, he was extremely so. 
licitous to train those studious 
youths who had the ministry of 
the gospel in view, in such a 
manner as to secure the greatest 
respectability as well as useful. 
ness, in their sacred profession. 
It was his constant advice to 
young preachers, never to enter 
the pulpit without the most care- 
ful preparation. It was his am. 
bition to render those in the holy 
ministry the most pious and ex- 
emplary body of men in America. 

His personal religion is well 
known. Few men were ever 
more anxious to walk closely 
with God; and by a sober, right. 
eous, and pious life, to adorn 
the doctrines of the gospel. Be- 
sides the daily devotions of the 
closet and the family, he regular. 
ly set apart, with his household, 
the last day of every year for 
fasting, humiliation, and prayer, 
He was also in the practice of 
spending days in secret exercises 
of this kind, as occasion requir- 
ed. He was enabled while on 
earth, to ‘continue patiently in 
well-doing ;,—and he is now in 
heaven enjoying his everlasting 
reward. 





—— 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 





ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST, NO. 10. 
Concluded from page 58. 


VII. Tue words of the apos- 
tle, 1 Cor. xv.24—29, have been 
urged as an unanswerable objec- 
tion to the Deity of Christ. 
‘Then cometh the end, when 


he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Fa- 


ther, when he shall have put . 


down all rule, and all authority, 
and power. For he must reign 
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till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet. 


The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is Death. For 
he hath put all things under his 
feet. But when he saith, all 
things are put under him, it is 
manifest that he is excepted who 
did put all things under him. 
And when all things shall be sub- 
dued unte him, then shall the Son 
also himself be subject to him 
that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all.”’ 

It has hence been argued that 
Christ must be inferior to God 
the Father, who will put all 
things under the feet of Christ. 
Since it is by a power delegated 
to him by God, that he reigns, 
and subdues his enemies. 

Answer. ‘Though Christ be 
true God, yet in the office of 
Mediator he sustained and acted 
in a character inferior to the Fa- 
ther, from whom he received his 
mediatorial commission with its 
powers and authority. By vir- 
tue of this power or authority 
he reigns, and subdues his ene- 
mies. The Father made him 
Lord and Christ, committing all 
power and authority to him as 
God, Man, Mediator. In this 
eharacter he is, and acts under 
him, as his minister, and accord- 
ing to the commandment receiv- 
ed from him. But his essential 
power or authority, as God must 
be distinguished from his dele. 
gated power or authority as 
Christ. The mediatorial author- 
ity indeed sets him above all 
power in heaven or earth, except 
the supreme power of the Deity. 
But as it “was delegated to him 
by the Father, so Christ acts un- 
der him, acknowledges that he is 
above him, and does homage to 
him. But his voluntary conde. 
scension does not ungod him, but 
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he is still God over all blessed 
for ever. 

It is further said that the Son 
shall deliver up the kingdom to 
God even the Father: which 
shews that he all along holds and 
administers it under him, which 
is evidence of his inferiority. 

Answer. It is granted that 
when all Christ’s enemies are sub- 
dued, and the ends for which he 
received his mediatorial author- 
ity attained, he will deliver up 
the kingdom to God the Father. 
This is plain from the express 
testimony of the apostle. But 
as the Son of God was God before 
he was Christ the Mediator, so 
he will be God blessed for ever 
when his office and authority as 
Mediator shall be resigned tothe 
Father, from whom he received 
it. 

But it is further argued, that 
when Christ shall have given up 
the oflice and authority, which he 
holds under God as Mediator, 
then shall the Son also himself 
be subject to him who put all 
things under him, that God may 
be allinall. If Christ is under, 
or subject to the Father merely 
because he condescended, and 
consented to become Mediator, 
and the « ather’s minister, then, 
upon his resigning this office, he 
no longer would be subject 
to him, if he is God by na- 
ture. But the apostle says 
that when he shall have giv. 
en up his mediatorial kingdom, 
then the Son shall still be sub- 
ject to him who put all things 
under him, that is to the Father. 
This shows that Christ being 
under God does not arise merely 
from his becoming Mediator, but 
must be founded in inferiority of 
nature, 


Answer, The Son of God ha 
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a twofold right of dominion ; the 
one essential to him as God, 
the other delegated to him as Me. 
diator, and the minister of God. 
Whatever person is truly God is 
also Sovereign Lord. ‘The Son 
of God never was, nor will be 
divested of this prerogative. 

But when he assumed our na- 
ture, and became Mediator, he 
received authority from the Fa- 
ther. He was made Christ and 
Lord. This delegated authori- 
ty which Christ receives from 
the Father comes also undera 
twofold consideration. 1. The 
Father gave him power and au- 
thority to be Mediator ; he fur- 
nished him with all suitable pow- 
ers for holding and executing 
this office. 2. He has given him 
also power and authority as God- 
man, as the reward of his con- 
descension, humiliation, obedi- 
ence, and fidelity in the execu. 
tion of this his office. 

It was necessary that the Me- 
diator be authorized by God to 
his office. Andas great author- 
ity, as well as power, was ne- 
eessary to the effectual execution 
of this office, this was delegated 
to Christ by the commission 
which he received from the Fa- 
ther. Hehad authority, as Me- 
diator, to make laws and ordi- 
nances for the church, to work 
miracles, lay down his life, and 
take it again, govern the church, 
and the world in subserviency to 
the interests of his kingdom. He 
had power and authority to ap. 
ply the blessings he had purchas- 
ed for men, to call them into his 
Kingdom, to save them from sin 
and misery, and give them eter- 
nal life, to subdue all his and 
their enemies, to judge the world, 
and render toall according totheir 


werks, AJi this Christ the Me- 
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diator has power and authority 
to do. And when all this is done 
and the end of his commission 
fully answered, he will resign 
his office of Mediator, as having 
nothing further to do in that 
character. 

But Christ not only receives 
kingly power and authority fo 
qualify him for the execution of 
the office of Mediator, but he 
also receives glory, power, and 
authority as God-man, in reward 
of his condescension, humilia- 
tion, obedience, and fidelity in 
undertaking and executing this 
office. Because he humbled him- 
self, and became obedient to 
death, God hath highly exalted 
him, fhat at his name every knee 
should bow, and every tongue 
confess that ke is Lord. As 
sovereign authority is the insep- 
arable prerogative of his divine 
nature, so it is derived or commu- 
nicated to the man Jesus Christ, 
by virtue of the union of the di- 
vine and human natures in the 
person of Christ. And as this 
personal union of the divine and 
human nature will never be dis- 
solved, so the kingly authority 
of Christ over his saints will be 
everlasting. 

We must not then think that 
Christ as God-man will cease to 
be king, when he is no longer 
Mediator. He will never be de. 
graded, never divested of his 
lordship or dominion over the 
subjects of his kingdom. Though 
he will not hold or exercise au- 
thority as Mediator, after all his 
enemies are subdued, and _ his 
kingdom settled in peace; yet, 
as the reward of his Mediatorial 
administration, he will for ever 
hold and exercise the honor and 
authority of king of saints. Of 
this the Scriptares assure us in 
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such plain and pointed tanguage, 
that it seems rather strange any 
should imagine that Christ will 
ever abdicate or give up his roy. 
al crownandthrone. What can 
be more express than the follow. 
ing testimonies. Heb. i. 8, Un- 
to the Son he saith, thy throne 
O. God is for ever and ever. 
Isa. ix. 7, Of the increase of 
his government and kingdom 
there shall be no end. Dan. vii. 
14, His dominion is an everlast- 
ing dominion and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroy- 
ed. Luke i. 32. He shall reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end. Rev. ii. 15, The 
kingdoms of the world are be- 
come the kingdoms of the Lord 
and his Christ, and he shall reigu 
for ever and ever. ,How incredi- 
bleis it, that God’s own Son, the 
object of his highest compla- 
cence, and whom he delights to 
honor above all, should receive 
only a temporary, transitory 
crown, when our poor services 
and light afflictions in the way 
of duty have the promise of an 
eternal crown of glory. 

It is easy to see that Christ’s 
giving up his authority as Media. 
tor, when a Mediator is no long. 
er needed, (which I conceive is 
what the apostle meaus in the 
passage we have been consider- 
ing) is quite consistent with his 
reigning king of saints for ev. 
er. And even in this character 
it may be said, withou: any prej- 
udice to the essential divinity of 
the Son of God, that he shall be 
subordinate and subject to the 
Father, who put all things under 
him. For as the Son of God 
has a human nature, which will 
for ever remain personally united 
‘vo him after he shall cease to be 


Mediator, so he has an eterna] 
kingly authority given or dele. 
gated to him by the Father as 
the reward of his merits, where. 
by his human nature is exalted 
in glory, honor, and authority 
above all creatures. But this 
everlasting dominion which Christ 
has received as the reward of his 
merits, being given or delegated 
to him by the Father, must be 
subordinate to the supreme, un. 
derived, essential dominion of the | 
Father. As Christ the Mediator 
is subject to the Father, so when 
he shall be no longer Mediator, 
he shall still hold kingly author. 
ity, but still subordinate to the 
Father, who has crowned him 
with glory and honor for the 
suffering of death. But the sub. 
ordinate everlasting royalty, with 
which Christ as God-man is in. 
vested, no more intrenches on the 
essential rights and prerogatives 
of his godhead, than the subordi. 
nate authority with which he was 
invested as Mediator. 

Though it is said that the king- 
dom, or the authority which is 
delegated to Christ as Mediator 
will be delivered up by him to 
God, even the Father, yet we 
need not conceive that this act of 
homage is paid to the first person 
exclusively of the other persons 
of the godhead; but the Father 
who is styled the Fountain of the 
Deity, or the Original of the 
other divine persons, seems rath- 
er to be considered as represent- 
ing the whole blessed and undi- 
vided Trinity. Nothing hower- 
er need, or ought to be inferred 
from this implying a denial of the 
true and proper divinity of the 
Son of God the object of relig- 
ious homage to men and angels. 

W hat seems to have embarrass- 
ed and misled some in their rea- 
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sonings on this subject I conceive 
is their supposing that Christ is 
God, merely because the Father 
made him God by delegating 
great power and authority to 
him. The Father indeed made 
him Lord and Christ when he 
commissioned him to be Media- 
tor, as has been noticed before. 
But it is never said that he made 
him God. Christ would not 
have been able to sustain and ex- 
ecute the office of Mediator effec- 
tually, whatever divine assistance 
he may be supposed to have had, 
if he had not been God. A mere 
man has not that personal digni- 
ty, or those divine perfections, 
which are requisite for the attain- 
ment of those ends for which a 
Mediator was needed. Admit- 
ting that a mere man by extraor- 
dinary assistance could do and 
suffer all that Christ did as man, 
still it would be but the doings 
and sufferings of a mere man, and 
not of adivine person, and so 
would be insufficient and ineffec- 
tual. I have enlarged the more 
in replying to the objection 
grounded on that passage of 
Scripture, which we have been 
considering, because some have 
thought it could not be well an- 
swered, and others have thought 
this text very hard to be under- 
stood. Whether any others have 
explained it exactly in the same 
manner, | know not. How far 
these observations are just and 
pertinent others will judge. [ 
will mention but one objection 
more.—k would not have notic- 
ed so many as I have, if they 
had not been published and cir. 
culated among us. ' 
VIII. It is said that Christ’s 
Divinity is inconsistent with the 
gospel doctrine of his mediation. 
For if Christ be God, he is the 
Vou. FE. New Series. 
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party injured and offended by 
sin. And it is asked who is to 
be our Mediator when we address 
ourselves to Christ, as our of. 
fended God? To say he medi- 
ates with himself, is the same as 
to say we must go tu him with- 
out a Mediator. 

I shall not attempt to carry 
the discussion of this objection 
through that intricate labyrinth 
of subtility, which has been form- 
ed for its defence. For I am 
weary of the business, and wish 
to cut it as short as I can. 

It has commonly been thought 
and said, that Christ is admira- 
bly qualified to be a Mediator 
between God and men, by the 
union of the divine and human 
nature in his person-; yea that 
he would not otherwise be such 
a Mediator as we need, or able 
to execute the office effectually. 
But the objection asserts that if 
Christ be God he cannot be Me- 
diator, he being the party of- 
fended ; for then he must medi- 
ate with himself, which is. ab- 
surd, 

But I conceive that it is nof 
very difficult to give a suflicient 
answer tothis puzzling question, 
who is to be our Mediator 
when we address ourselves to the 
Son of God, as our offended 
God? And the answer is, we go 
to him in the name of Christ, 
who being God and man in one 
person is appointed as Mediator 
to efiect a reconciliation between 
the triune God and the sinner. 
Nor is it absurd that he who as 
God is offended by our sins 
should, as God-man, mediate a 
reconciliation between God and 
man. We need not a Mediator 


when we address ourselves to 

Christ authorized by God to be 

Mediator, though he be alsoGod, 
QO 
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For as Mediator he is also a man, 
sustains a different character, or 
office, and acts in a different ca- 
pacity from that of our offended 
Sovercign. And through his Me- 
diation we address ourselves to 
God, especially to the Father, 
who is considered as represent- 
ing and sustaining the majesty, 
and maintaining the rights of the 
Godhead. 

God’s ways arenotas our ways, 
nor his thenghts as ours, but 
high above them. We should 
not imagine that his ways and 
dispensations are conducted ex- 
actly according to the model of 
human transactions. And yet, 
even among men, it is common for 
one to sustain different capaci- 
ties. Yea, a person who has 
been jointly aggrieved with oth. 
ers, may act as a mediator to 
make reconciliation, and obtain 
satisfaction for the wrong or of- 
fence. Suppose a number of 
subjects should rebel against the 
lawful authority of the govern, 
ment, and commit acts of hostil- 
ity, this would be an injury, and 
just offence to the several individ. 
uals of whichthe state consisted. 
Suppose those who hold the gov- 
erning authority are willing to 
pardon the rebels on terms hon- 
orable to the government ; but 
as guardians of the rights of the 
state, and the individuals belong- 
ing to it, andthe authority of its 
laws, they will not do it unless 
the offenders will submit, and 
damages be repaired, and suffi- 
cient security for good behavior 
in future be given. Suppose one 
of the highest rank in the gov- 
ernment should be authorized to 
mediate a reconciliation with the 
rebels on these terms; and in 
pursuance of the design of his 
mediation offers them pardon in 


the name of the government og 
the terms mentioned, and be 
their surety for the repair of 
damages, and their future obedi. 
ence, and so persuades them to re. 
turn to their duty and accept 
the offered act of grace. A case 
like this, though but a fiction, 
may show that a person may at 
the same time bea party injured 
and offended, and a mediator, 
Though rebellion be an offence 
against every orderly citizen, and 
especially those who have gov. 
erning authority, yet this hinders 
not but that one of them may act 
as a mediator to make reconcil. 
iation between rebels and the 
government, and so with himself, 
as a citizen and an oflicer of it, 

When man became a sinner, 
Christ, though as God he was 
justly offended, yet was author. 
ized, as God-man, to mediate a 
reconciliation. And it is by his 
mediation that wé are restored 
to the favor of the godhead. 
Nor does this imply that he is 
reconciled, but only that he is 
willing to be reconciled in aa 
honorable way. 

It is further objected, that the 
human nature of Christ, though 
personally united to the divine, 
cannot upon our principles, be 
an effectual mediator, because, 
according to us, it has not sufli- 
cient knowledge of the state, the 
secret thoughts and desires of all 
men, 

I shall only reply, we know 
not how far these things may be 
made known to Christ, as man, 
in consequence of the personal 
union with the divine nature. 
We do not, however think that 
the human mind of Christ is om- 
niscient. But that Christ has 
all that knowledge, with every 
other qualification requisite i0 
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an effectual Mediator, westedfast- 
ly believe. However we do not 
think the mere human nature, 
considered abstractly, and separ- 
ate from the divine, would be 
sufficient to execute effectually 
the office of mediator, though we 
should suppose him to know all 
the wants and desires of men. 
It is the person, who is God and 
man,throughwhom we have access 
toGod. This we think sufficient 
in reply to so slight an objection. 

[ have now proceeded, 
as far as was intended, in 
defence of the divinity of our 
blessed Savior. 1 have not 
aimed to adduce all the argu- 
ments which might be improved 
in support of this great article of 
our holy faith. But I have en- 
deavored to exhibit as plain- 
ly, succinctly, and fairly as I 
could the main scriptural grounds 
of this doctrine. Though all 
the objections to this doctrine 
have not been considered, yet I 
can say with truth, that none 
have been passed over because 
they seemed too hard to be an- 
swered. How much weight 
and pertinency there is in what 
is here offered, every one, who 
will take the trouble to peruse 
and consider it, will judge for 
himself, and may the Lord give 
us to understand all things. If 
we duly attend to the Scriptures 
of truth, with a good and honest 
heart, holding fast the form of 
sound words therein delivered, 
with faith and love, humbly seek- 
ing of God that wisdom which 
is the principal thing, he will, I 
trust, lead and guide us into all 
truth, so far as the knowledge of 
it is needful for us. If through 
weakness or inadvertency we 
should for a while, be bewilder- 
ed in the creoked ways of error, 
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we shall either at length find our 
way out, orthe grace of God 
working on our hearts by means 
of those truths, which we hold 
will, as an antidote, check the 
malignant influence of those er- 
rors into which we have incau- 
tiously fallen, so that they shail 
not prove fatal. A scorner 
seeketh wisdom and findeth it 
not. But the Lord will guide 
the meek in judgment, and teach 
the meek his way. 

A Christian of the Old School. 
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A LETTER TO A LADY IN HIGH 
LIFE, FROM A CHRISTIAN 
FRIEND. 


A fragment of a real correspondence.. 
MY AMIABLE FRIEND, 


YestTerDAY I had the pleasure 
of receiving your last letter, for 
which I sincerely thank you. 
Much I feared, that my freedom 
and plainness would give you of. 
fence, and that you would deign 
me no reply. Often have J 
thought of writing to you, and 
often have I desired an undis. 
turbed interview, most affection. 
ately to pour out all my heart. 
Now am I ready to tell you all 
my hopes, all my doubts and 
fears. But what will it avail? 
I am not insensible, that with. 
out God’s blessing all my en. 
deavors will prove fruitless. 
However weighty and judicious 
my words might be, before the 
passions of the heart they would 
resemble feathers in the wind. 
If deluded, you are building 
your hope on the sandy foun. 
dation of self righteousness, [ 
know it is not in my power to 
undermine you. The Searcher 
of hearts, alone, can doit; yet 
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he may be pleased to use me as 
a humbleinstrument. Consider- 
ing the acquaintance I have been 
providentially led to cultivate 
with you, and with which you 
have been pleased to favor me, I 
have deemed it my duty to ad- 
dress some thoughts to you, up- 
on this all important subject. 
Under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, taking the infallible stan- 
dard of the divine word for our 
rule, there is no danger of being 
too-critical in self examination. 
If our hope be, indeed, founded 
upon the Rock of Ages, the 
more evidence we can obtain of 
the fact, the greater will be our 
Spiritual satisfaction. Should 
it be founded on the sand, truly 
it is important, that we kuow it; 
for delusive hopes prevent our 
obtaining the ‘‘ one thing need- 
ful ;’? and therefore, notwith- 
standing the partial and tempora- 
ry pleasure they may afford, 
should be immediately renounc- 
ed, as fatal to our happiness. 
‘*But why so much ado about 
religion :’? And why, especial- 
ly, do I address so many search. 
ing inquiries to one of an amia- 
ble, unblemished moral charac. 
ter? My dear friend, if ever we 
should be so happy, as to arrive 
at the heavenly world, do you 
not imagine, that we shall there 
judge it an object, which was 
worthy of most diligent pursuit? 
Should we fail of eternal Jife, 
(awful thought!) and sink down 
to the pit, shall we not then la. 
ment, but to no purpose, our 
negligence in this deeply inter- 
esting business: In religion, we 
have to transact with a God, 
great and glorious, who is jeal. 
ous of his honor, and will not 
give his glory to another. As 
Christians are bought with a 
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price of infinite value, so they 
are no longer their own. If we 
have the Spirit of Christ, with. 
out which he will not acknowl. 
edge us to be his friends, we shall 
feel it our privilege and delight, 
unreservedly to devote ourselves 
to his service. We shall feel an 
interest in his interest, and our. 
selves honored in the advance. 
ment of his glory. Permit me 
to offer, as other reasons for 
making religion the great busi- 
ness of life, the rapidly evanues- 
cent state of our probation, and 
the eternal, unalterable condition 
of our future existence. 

To be indeed born again, to 
be translated out of darkness into 
God’s marvellous light, to be de. 
livered from the dominion of sin 
and Satan, and brought into the 
liberty of the children of God ; 
to be united to the adorable Im- 
manuel, by a living faith, to have 
his Spirit dwelling within us, and 
thus to be made alive from the 
dead; is a blessed attainment, 
but perhaps, not so easy, as you 
suppose. ‘This is ‘‘the pearl of 
great price;’’ ‘‘the treasure hid in 
the field ;’’ the ‘‘one thing need- 
ful;’’ the **good part, which 
shall never be taken away.”’ 

Those who are thus made new 
creatures, evince their change of 
heart, by supreme love to God, 
for his own sake; by a pecul- 
iar affection for all who bear his 
spiritual image; by a regard to 
the divine law, in its spirituality, 
purity, and extent ; by an acqui- 
escence and delight in the gospel 
method .of salvation; by taking 
pleasure in the service of God, 
and placing a great value upon 
divine ordinances ; by renounc- 
ing the world with its vanities, 
and making the kingdom of God 
the great object of pursuit. By 
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these evidences, upon which I 
might largely expatiate, prove 
yourself and know your own 
heart. You speak of satisfac- 
tion and delight in religion. [x- 
amine the nature of these emo- 
tions; and decide for yourself, 
whether they arise from self righ- 
teousness, or from evangelical 
humility. 

Undoubtedly, many who have 
never felt their need of the phy- 
sician of souls, experience a self 
righteous felicity in the perform- 
ance of religious duties. There 
is, indeed, a genuine satisfaction, 
arising froma sense of the super. 
lative excellenee of religion, in 
itself considered, which can no 
where else be found. When we 
are savingly enlightened, we ne- 
cessarily abhor ourselves, as 
did the pious Job. I hope your 
consolation from religion is of a 
substantial, scriptural nature ; 
but remember, it is one thing to 
have complacency in the holy 
character of Jehovah ; and a 
widely different thing, to rejoice 
in a character falsely attributed 
tohim. I hope you possess a 
holy taste: and if you are thus 
highly blessed, the pleasures of 
time and sense, will become com. 
paratively insipid. As your spir- 
itual taste, or relish for holy 
things prevails, so in a propor- 
tionate degree, will your sensual 
taste for thevanities of life subside. 
If you place your affections on 
things above, you must mecessa. 
rily be taken off from things be- 
low. If you are suitably engaged 
in the pursuit of holiness, all 
that does not in some manner ad. 
vance your eternal interests, will 
become contemptible. No man 
can serve two masters. Your 
heart must not be divided be- 
tween God and the world; but 


giving the supreme place in your 
affections, to the Chief among 
ten thousands, you must delight 
in making all your worldly hap- 
piness subservient to his will, 
and promotive of his declarative 
glory. 

Do you indeed love Jesus, is 
the great question ; for in him is 
manifest all the fulness of the 
eternal godhead. If you love 
him, you will not place supreme 
delight in those things, on which 
he poured contempt. Can one 
in an elevated station, surround. 
ed by all worldly allurements, 
be a meek and lowly follower of 
a crucified Savior ? With God, 
it is possible. Such instances 
have been exhibited ; but alas, 
how rare! may you, my friend, 
exhibit, in a conspicuous manner, 
such an example. Let your 
light shine. 

Before I conclude, I wil! 
briefly suggest another rule of 
trial. Such as have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious, are never 
satisfied with present attainments. 
If you have once tasted, you will 
hunger and thirst after righteous. 
ness. One glimpse of divine glo- 
ry will make you beseech God, 
like Moses, to manifest himself 
clearly. 

Next to closet devotion and 
communion with your own heart, 
let me recommend a lively inter. 
course with the Lord’s people. 
If you are alive, this will aflord 
you pleasure. They will know 
you, and you will experience 
with them a secret union of heart. 
Remember the choice of Moses, 
and the account of Ruth’s cleay- 
ing to Naomi. David commends 
the society of the excellent of 
the earth, and declares all his de. 
light to be in them. 

Will you once more be pleas. 
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ed to reply with freedom, and 

let me know whether you can 

patiently peruse what I write. 

May our gracious God have you 

continually in his holy keeping, 

From your affectionate friend, 
Z. 


RRR 
A SECOND LETTER TO A LADY 
IN HIGH LIFE. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

i thought I would forbear ; 
and had almost promised myself, 
that I would give you no farther 
trouble: but I know not how to 
forbear. Your soul is precious, 
and I fear you are still out of 
Christ. Might I be instrumen- 
tal in bringing you toa saving 
acquaintance with Him, how ex. 
ceedingly would it rejoice my 
heart, and what mutual endear. 
ments would it occasion for ever, 
You will think me uncharitable, 
and contracted in my sentiments; 
but I beseech you, hear me, con- 
sider what I say, and compare it 
with the infallible rule of the 
Scriptures. And may the good 
Spirit of God, enlighten your 
mind,and communicate a humble, 
penitent disposition. Then you 
will not be offended with me, for 
my freedom. That you havea 
considerable share of religion, of 
acertain kind, 1 am fully per- 
suaded ; and perhaps it is as good 
as it can be, without partaking 
of an evangelical nature. Do 
not misunderstand me. I do not 
determine absolutely, that yours 
is not of the right kind. I only 
express my fears. This I would 
do with the most tender solic- 
itude for your immortal wel. 
fare. I fearthen, you have nev. 
er been slain by the law, brought 
off from self dependance, and 
becn made to realize that you 


were a poor, perishing sinner, 
dependant entirely upon the soy. 
ereign mercy of God in Christ, 
I fear your education is your re, 
ligion, and that you have never 
experienced that change of heart, 
figuratively expressed by the new 
birth, without which it is in the 
nature of things impossible to en. 
ter the kingdom of heaven. | 
fear that instead of renouncing 
your own righteousness, and de. 
pending wholly on the righteous. [ 
ness of Christ, you only look to | 
him, to supply your deficiences, 
But you must know, my dear 
friend, that Christ will be a whole 
Savior, or noSavior. He will 
have none, or all the glory of 
your salvation. One spark of 
religion, of the genuine kind, 
will secure to you eternal life 
But should you possess as much 
as Saul of Tarsus, before Jesu 
appeared to him on his way to 
Damascus, and of as good a qual. 
ity, you would still remain in 
the gall of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity. The love of Jesu 
must enkindle in your breasta 
hallowed flame, and then you 
will not be ashamed of the cross 
of Christ. But did you ever see 
Jesus? Is he precious to you, a 
he is to all who believe? Is he 


‘the chief among ten thousands, 


and altogether lovely? We is 
not except you have felt your- 
self a perishing sinner. I have 
not the least expectation of do- 
ing you good, unless God ope- 
rate by the influences of his 
Spirit ; and should he be propi- 
tious, we shall both be prepareé 
to give uM the glory. 
Love God, and be not of- 
fended with the plainness 
of your affectionate friend 


Z: 
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THE SOCINiIAN SCHEME OF DIVINITY. 


Messrs. Editors, 
 Tyere are many readers of 


the Panoplist to whom it is a 
matter of surprise, that so many 
of its pages are occupied with ar- 

uments in favor of the proper 
Deity of Christ, or remarks 
tending to repel attacks upon this 
doctrine. The Socinian and 
Arian controversies are of recent 
date in this country ; and well 
informed people in many parts 
of New England, have yet to 
learn, that in the midst of them a 
plan is concerted to silence the 
tongues, which are singing halle- 
luias to the Redeemer. Chris- 
tians who have never been con- 
versant with books of religious 
controversy, and who are unsul- 
lied by the touch of modern phi- 
losophical divinity, when inform. 
ed that the Deity and atonement 
of Christ is deemed by any, who 
profess to regulate their opinions 
by the Scriptures, have manifest. 
ed their astonishment at the pos- 
sibility of sucha thing. Many 
are anxious to know something 
of this new sect, who treat the 
opinions of our forefathers and 
the principal reformers, with so 
much disrespect. I conceive it 
may be proper and useful, to 
gratify them. 

The Socinians of the present 
day look up to Dr. Priestley, as 
a kind of doctrinal father, and 
the principal intrument of bring- 
ing their sect into credit, in Great 
Britain, and this country. This 
pre-eminence he enjoyed until 
his death, which happened Feb. 
6th 1800. Thomas Belsham of 
London was a disciple and inti- 
mate friend of Dr. Priestley, and 
preached a funeral sermon, on 
the occasion of his death, in which 
he has expressed his warmest 


emotions of attachment. Mr, 
Belsham is now generally regarded 
as the champion of his party, 
and as sitting in the chair of Dr. 
Priestley. Some time since, this 
gentleman published a volume of 
letters addressed to a lady, pur- 
porting to be an answer to Wil- 
berforce’s Practical View of 
Christianity. In his second 
letter he has given us an abridge. 
ment of his system of divinity. 
I shall transcribe hisown account 
word for word. The public will 
not then complain, that the sub- 
ject is presented before them ina 
false, or partial light by an ad- 
versary, who misunderstands or 
misrepresents his opponent. 

In the first letter, Mr. Belsham 
professes to have given a summa- 
ry of Mr. Wilberforce’s relig- 
ious system. The beginning of 
the second letter is occupied with 
stating his ‘* strong suspicions,” 
that if Mr. Wilberforce should 
cast his eye upon the portrait just 
drawn ‘*he would deny the re- 
semblance, and think it impos. 
sible that he should patronize a 
theory, the prominent features 
of which are so odious and dis. 


gusting, After making some re. — 


marks on Mr. Wilberforce’s 
want of compreheusion, in not 
discerning the consequences of 
his own system, he thus proceeds: 

**T shall now proceed to exhibit 
& concise view of rational chris- 
tianity in its connexion with 
natural religion. 

*SOf rational religion, the first 
and fundamental principle is, 
that the Maker of the universe 
is infinitely powerful, wise, and 
good, and that it is impossible for 


him to act in contradiction to hisy 


essential attributes. 
** Gop IS LOVE. 
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hevolence alone prompted him 
toaction. And infinite benevo- 
lence, combined with unerring 
wisdom, and supported by ir- 
resistable power, will infallibly 
accomplish its purpose in the 
best possible manner. It appears 
in fact, that a limited quantity 
of evil, both natural and moral, 
was necessary to the production 
of the greatest possible good. 
Whence this necessity arises, we 
know not; but that it could 
not be avoided in a system upon 
the whole the best, we are well 
assured ; for God would not 
choose evil for its own sake. Evil 
therefore is introduced and per- 
mitted, not because it is approv- 
ed, but because it is unavoidable. 
It is inits own nature temporary 
and self destructive; and in the 
view of the Deity it is absorbed 
and lost in the contemplation of 
its ultimate beneficial effects, so 
that to Him the whole system 

appears wise, beautiful, and good. 

‘Gods the Former,theF ather, 
and Benefactor of the human 
race whom for wise reasons, un. 
known to us, but perfectly con- 
sistent, no doubt, with his mag. 
nificent plan of universal order 
and happiness, he has been pleas- 
ed to place in circumstances of 
frailty and danger, the natural 
consequence of which, in their 
progress though life, is the con. 
traction of a certain degree of 
moral pollution, which, in the 
nature of things, and by thedivine 
appointment, exposes them to a 
proportionate degree of misery 
here or hereafter. 

**But this fact by no means 
proves a preponderance of vice 
and misery in the world; other- 
wise we must conclude that the 
Maker of the world, whose char- 
acter we learn only from his 


works, is a weak or a malignant 
being. ‘The truth is, that al. 
though the quantity of vice and 
misery actually existing is very 
considerable, there #8 neverthe. 
less, upon the whole, a very great 
preponderance of good in gener. 
al, and, with few, if any excep. 
tions, in every individual in par. 
ticular. 

**Thealmost universal desire of 
life and dread of dissolution, 
amounts to a strong presump. 
tion, that life is in general a 
blessing. And the disgrace uni. 
versally attached to flagrant vice, 
proves that such vice is not com. 
mon. Character is the sum to. 
tal of moral and intellectual hab. 
its, and the proportion of vir. 
tuous habits, in the worst 
characters, exceeds that of vic. 
ious ones. But no character 
takes the denomination of virtu. 
ous unless a// the habits are on 
the side of virtue: whereas one 
evil habit is sufficient to stampa 
character vicious. 

**God cannot be unjust toany of 
his creatures. Having brought 
men into existence and placed 
them in circumstances of immi- 
nent peril, though in the nature 
of things misery is necessarily 
connected with vice, we may 
certainly conclude that none of 
the creatures of God in such, or 
in ary circumstances will ever be 
made eternally miserable. In. 
deed it is plainly repuguant to 
the justice of God, that the ex- 
istence to any of his inteligent 
creatures, should be upon the 
whole a curse. 

‘The light of philosophy affords 
a few plausible arguments for the 
doctrine of a future life: there 
are some appearances physical 
and moral, which cannot be sat- 
isfactorily explained upon avy 
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other supposition. But since 
the sentient powers are suspend. 
ed by death, and admit of no re- 
vival but by the revival of the 
man, a fact the expectation of 
which is entirely unsupported 
both by experience and anal- 
ogy, the speculations of philos- 
ophy would commonly, and al- 
most necessarily, terminate in the 
disbelief of a future existence. 

‘* Here divine revelation offers 
its seasonable and welcome aid, 
God has commissioned his faith- 
ful and holy servant, Jesus of 
Nazareth, to teach the universal 
resurrection of the dead, and by 
his own resurrection to confirm 
and exemplify his doctrine. 

‘* Jesus hath authoritatively 
taught, that the wicked will be 
raised to suffering ; nor could it 
possibly be otherwise, if they 
are to be raised with the same 
system of habits and feelings 
with which they descended to the 
grave, and without which their 
identity would be lost. But since 
eternal misery for temporary 
crimes is inconsistent with every 
principle of justice, and since a 
resurrection from previous insen- 
sibility to indefinite. misery, to 
be succeeded by absolute annihi- 
ation, is a harsh supposition, 
contrary to all analogy, and not 
to be admitted but upon the clear. 
est evidence, we are naturally 
led to conclude, that the suffer- 
ings of the wicked will be reme- 
dial, and that they will termi- 
nate in a complete purification 
from moral disorder, and in their 
ultimate restoration to virtue and 
happiness. In this conclusion 
we seem to be justified by those 
passages in the apostolical writ- 
‘ngs which declare, that the bless- 
ings of the gospel shall be far 
more extensive than the calami. 
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ties of the fall,* and that Christ 
shall reign till all things shall be 
subdued unto him. + 

‘“'l’he apostles were commanded 
to preach the gospel to the idol. 
atrous heathen as well as to the 
chosen family of Abraham, and 
they were authorized to confirm 
their doctrine by miracles. These 
extraordinary powers are in the 
Scriptures called the Spirit of 
God, and the Holy Spirit; andthe 
great change which took place 
in the views, feelings, and char. 
acter of pharisaic Jews and idol- 
atrous heathen, when they sin. 
cerely professed the christian 
faith, is called, @ new creation, 
regeneration, rising from the 
dead, and the like. And as con. 
version to christianity was usu. 
ally produced by the evidence of 
miracles this new creation, regen. 
eration, sanctification, or passing 
from death to life, is in this sense 
ascribed to the Spirit of God. 

‘¢The Jews, having been chosen 
by God to peculiar privileges, 
entertained a very high notion 
of their own dignity, and express- 
ed themselves in the most con- 
temptuous language of the idol- 
atrous gentiles, who were not in 
covenant with Jehovah. Of 
themselves they spoke as a chosen 
and «a holy nation, sons of God, 
and heirs of the promises. But 
the heathens were represented as 
sinners, as aliens, as enemtes to 
God, and the like. In allusion 
to which forms of expression the 
converted gentiles being entitled 
equally with converted Jews, to 
the blessings of the new dispen- 
sation, they are therefore said to 
be forgiven, reconciled, and 
saved, to be fellow-citizens with 


* Rom, vy. + 1 Cor. xv. 
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the saints, and of the household 
of God. 

**The death of Jesus is some- 
times calied a propitiation, be- 
cause it put an end to the mosaic 
economy, and introduced a new 
and more liberal dispensation, 
under which the gentiles, who 
were before regarded as enemies, 
are admitted into a state of amity 
and reconciliation ; that is, into 
a state of privilege similar to that 
of the Jews. It is also occasion- 
ally called a sacrifice, being the 
ratification of that pew covenant 
into which God is pleased to en- 
ter with his human efispring, by 
which a resurrection to immertal 
life and happiness is promised, 
without distinction, to all who 
are truly virtuous. Believers in 
Christ are also said to have re- 
demption through his blood, be- 
cause they are released by the 
Christian, covenant from the yoke 
of the ceremonial law, and from 
ithe bondage of idolatry. Dr. 
Taylor has in general well ex- 
plained these Jewish phrases in 
his admirable Aey to the apostolic 
writings, prefixed to his Commen- 
tary on the Epistle to the Ro. 
mans. 

‘*The Scriptures contain a faith- 
fal and credible account of the 
christian doctrine, which is the 
true word of God: but they are 
not themselves the word of God, 
nor do they ever assume that 
title: and it is highly improper 
to speak of them as such, as it 
leads inattentive readers to sup- 
pose they were written under a 
plenary inspiration,to which they 
make no pretension, and as such 
expressions expose christianity 
unnecessarily to the cavils of un- 
believers. 

‘Christianity sumsup the whole 
of human duty in the love of God 


and our neighbor: and requiring 
that ali our time should be em. 
ployed to the best account, and 
that every action should be con. 
secrated to God, lays no stress 
upon ritual observations, and ex. 
pressly abolishes that distinction 
of days, which formed so conspic. 
uous a feature in the mosaic in. 
stitute. Toatrue Christian every 
day is a sabbath, every place isa 
temple, and every action of life 
an actof devotion. A Christian 
is not required to be more holy, 
nor permitted to take greater 
liberties upon one day than up. 
on another. Whatever is lawful 
or expedient upon one day of the 
week is, under the Christian dis. 
pensation, equally lawful and 
expedient on any other day. 
Public worship, however must 
be conducted at stated intervals ; 
and it has been usual from the 
earliest times for Christians to 
assemble together, on the first 
day of the week, to commemor. 
ate the death, and to celebrate the 
resurrection of their Master. 

‘* This appears to me to be the 
true doctrine of reason and rev. 
elation, in which the God of na. 
tureis not represented as frowning 
over his works, and like a mer- 
ciless tyrant dooming his hel ples: 
creatures to eternal misery, with 
the arbitrary exception of a cho- 
sen few; but as the wise, benev- 
olent, and impartial parent of his 
rational offspring, who is training 
them all under various processes 
of intellectual and moral disci- 
pline, to perfect virtue and ever: 
lasting felicity. Such is the God 
of my faith and adoration, the 
God of nature and of revelation, 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that God whose e%- 
istence, attributes, and goverl- 
ment are the joy and confident 
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of every enlightened and virtuous 
believer.’’* 

The public have here the mod. 
ern Socinian system, placed fair- 
ly before them, by one of its most 
distinguished advocates. I have 
not leisure, nor room, to examine 
at any length, the particulars of 
this compendium. I shall add 
only a few remarks. 

1. The writer admits, that evil 
exists in the world, and that ‘‘a 
limited quantity of it, both nat- 
ural and moral, was necessary to 
the production of the greatest 
possible good;’’ but says, ‘* we 
may certainly conclude, that 
none of the creatures of God, in 
any circumstances, will ever be 
made eternally miserable.”’ **It 
is plainly repugnant to the jus. 
tice of God, that the gift of ex- 
istence to any of his intelligent 
creatures, should be, upon the 
whole, a _ curse.’’ Yet our 
Savior says of Judas, **l¢ had 
been good for that man, if 
he had not been born.’’ And 
if this may be the case with Judas, 
it may be with many others. 

It is truly astonishing, to see 
universalists establishing them- 
selves on this foundation, that 
because God is good and just, 
none of his creatures can be fi- 
nally miserable. If there be any 
force at all in this reasoning, it 
applies equally to the present state 
of things. It is as much evi- 
dence of injustice in the Deity, 
that creatures should be misera- 
ble now, as at any future period. 
The greatest good of the universe, 
for aught that we see, may de- 
mand it then, as much as now. 
God can no more do little injus- 
tice, than great injustice. If 
benevolence actually forbids any 


_ * See Belsham’s Review of Wilber- 
force’s Treatise, Letter I. 
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misery, then we must now con- 
clude against the benevolent char. 
acter of the Deity. If it does 
not, then creatures may be mis. 
erable ten thousand years hence, 
or at any future period, and God 
still be benevolent. 

The whole argument on the 
Socinian part, is a mere petitio 
principit, a taking for granted 
the thing in dispute. They say, 
divine benevolence forbids eter. 
nal misery ; and, taking this for 
granted, proceed to build their 
system, whereas the very ques- 
tion in dispute is, whether divine 
benevolence does forbid eterna! 
misery ? 

But the logic employed, is 
worthy of the principles it is de- 
signed to establish. 

2. This new system in consist- 
ency with one object it has in 
view, which is to degrade the 
character of the Savior, maintains 
the state of man to be such, that 
there is no need of a Redeemer. 
‘*Tf there is a preponderance of 
vice and misery in the world, we 
must conclude our Maker is 2 
weak, ora malignant Being. The 
truth is, that upon the whole, 
there is a very great preponder- 
ance of good in general, and with 
few, if any exceptions, in every 
éndividual in particular. Char. 
acter is the sum total of moral 
and intellectual habits; and the 
proportion of virtuous habits, 
in the worst characters, exceeds 
that of vicious ones.’’ 

How different is the portrait 
of St. Paul. ‘* There is none 
that docth good ; no, not one. 
By nature we are children of 
wrath.’”’ And in reasoning res- 
pecting the necessity of Christ’s 


atonement, he says, ‘‘ Because | 


we thus judge, if one died for all. 
then were al] dead.”’ 
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If I were disposed to cite wit- 
nesses to the desperate depravity 
of the human heart, I might 
bring them. from heaven, earth, 
and hell. Innumerable saints 
around the throne of God, are 
this moment celebrating the 
praises of that redeeming love, 
which snatched them from the 
eternal pit, to which they might 
have been justly sentenced for 
their rebellion. The earth is full 
of violence, and fraud, and op- 
pression, and evil designs. ‘The 
testimony to human depravity, 
is recorded on every page of his- 
tory, in letters of blood. Hell 
with its myriads of miserable 
wretches, its curses and blasphe- 
mies, which are continually as- 
cending, bears awful testimony 
to the fact in question. 

But | forbear, my business is 
not to controvert any position 
at length, but only to remark. 
If the depraved and ruined state 
of man be denied, revelation is 
made a farce, and the gift of a 
Savior ridiculous. 

3. Themateriality of the soul, 
and its extinction after the death 
of the body, until the resurrec- 
tion, is asserted by this system. 

But to the penitent, dying thief 
our Savior said, ‘‘this day shalt 
thou be with me in Paradise.”’ 
Paul was ‘‘in a strait betwixt 
two,’’ whether he should choose 
“*to abide in the flesh, which was 
needful’ for his Christian breth- 
ren, or **to depart, and be with 
Christ, which was better.” But 
what did he mean by abiding in 
the fiesh, or what by departing 
and being with Christ, if the 
soul is material and has no separ- 
ate existence. And why should 
he consider it better to depart or 
to die, if at death the soul ceases 
to exist, till the resurrection ? 


The truth is, according to Paul’s 
belief, to be absent from the 
body is to be present with the 
Lord; and in that state are the 
spirits of gust men made perfect. 
4. The Spirit of God is assert. 
ed to be nothing more than the 
miraculous gifts, which were be. 
stowed upon the apostles. 
In the seventh Letter of Mr, 
Belsham, it is said, ‘the distinet 
personal existence of the Holy 
Spiritis, | believe, abandoned by 
every person, who has paid much 
attention to the phraseology of 
the Scriptures.”?’ And again, 
**'The controversy’? (respecting 
the personality of the Holy Spir. 
it) ‘fis almost as much at rest, 
as that concerning transubstan. 
tiation.’ 
It is very difficult to decide, 
whether this is the result of ig. 
norance, or a premeditated de. 
sign of falsehood. 
5. ‘*A new creation: regen. 
eration; rising from the dead, 
are only expressive of the great 
change which took place in the 
views, feelings, and character, 
of pharisaic Jews, and _ idola. 
trous heathen, when they sin. 
cerely professed the Christian 
faith, And as such a change 
was produced by the evidence of 
miracles, in this sense it was as- 
cribed to the Spirit of God.” 
A new creation, then, is only 
a persuasion from testimony, 
that the gospel is the true system. 
And this can take place, only 
among pharisaic Jews, and édol- 
atrous heathen. All who are 
educated in the belief of chris- 
tianity, have no need of a change. 
This is thorough work ; but it 
must be owned, that it is consist- 
ent with the rest. 
6. ‘*To be forgiven, recon- 
ciled, and saved, means, that the 
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gentiles, under the new dispen- 
sation, are admitted to equal 
privileges with the Jews ; andto 
be redeemed by the blood of 
Christ is only to be released from 
the yoke of the ceremonial law.”’ 

If suchexpositions are correct, 
I must say, that of all the writers 
I have yet seen, the sacred wri. 
ters are the most enigmatical, 
indefinite, and obscure. 

But you shall now hear the 
reason, why the Scriptures are 
treated in this manner. ‘* The 
Scriptures are not themselves 
the word of God; nor do they 
ever assume that title ; and it ts 
HIGHLY IMPROPER fo speak of 
them as such.”’ 

This is honest. It is speaking 
out; and to the purpose. A 
rational mind could entertain no 
doubt before this, that Mr. Bel- 
sham did not believe the Scrip- 
tures to be the word of God. 
But when he frankly confesses 
his infidelity, he will not be an- 
gry with us, if weassign him his 
proper station and rank him under 
the banners of Hume and Vol- 
taire, 

7. ‘* Christianity expressly 
abolishes that distinction of days 
which is so conspicuous a feature, 
in the mosaic institute. What- 
ever is lawful or expedient on 
one day of the week, is equally 
lawful and expedient on any 
other day.” 

At the close of this summary, 
the author says, ‘* This ap- 
pears to me, to be the true 
doctrine of reason and revela- 
tion.”’ 

Nothing very particular ap- 
pears in this summary, respect- 
ing Christ, and the part he sus- 
tains in the scheme of our salva- 
tion. But this defect is supplied 
in the eighth Letter. 


‘‘Jesus,”’ says the author, ‘‘is 
indeed now alive. But as weare 
totally ignorant of the place where 
he resides, and of the occupations 
in which he is engaged, there can 
be no proper foundation for re- 
ligious addresses to him, nor 
of gratitude for favors now re- 
ceived, nor yet of confidence in 
his future interposition in our be- 
half.’’!! 

What ascheme of salvation and 
what a Savior is this, for a ruined 
world? Oppressed with a load 
of guilt greater than I can bear ; 
a candidate for immortality; ac- 
countable to Him in whose sight 
the heavens are not clean; and 
my life exposed every moment 
to the ravages of death, I look 
about me for help. I ask for 
some propitiation, some atone- 
ment for rebellion against the 
majesty of heaven, committed 
against the clearest light, and 
the most endearing love,.and I 
am directed for a Savior to one 
whose place of residence I know 
not, and in whose interposition I 


cannot confide.” I ask for a 


Savior who is *‘mighty and faith- 
fulto save even tothe uttermost,’ 
and I am directed to a mere man, 
achild of the dust; a peccable 
creature like myself! I feel the 
corruptions of my heart, rising 
up from day to day, and urging 
me on to offend against my God, 
and I know from experience that 
resolutions will not restrain 
them ; I ask for a change of 
heart; the implantation of a new 
principle, which shall lead me to 
obey God, and I am told sucha 
change is chimerical, and that 
there is no Holy Spirit ! 

What a gloomy, cheerless sys- 
tem is this, for a soul pierced 
through and through with the ar. 
rows of guilt and conviction ? 
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Who would exchange for it, that 
blessed hope, for which the mar. 
tyrs of the Reformation bled and 
died? Who would thus dare 
pour contempt on that eternal 
Son of God, whom they loved 
and adored, and into whose 
hands they have committed their 
departing spirits? Who would 
thus dare revile that fearful name, 
to which unnumbered millions 


shout halleluias around the 
throne of God. 

If Herod, and Caiphas, and 
Pilate joined to crucify the Lord 
of glory, they were less guilty 
than those, who, ander the mask 
of friendship, and after all the 
accumulated testimonies of age; 
to the divine glories of his char. 
acter, now ‘* crucify him afresh, 
and put him to an open shame,” 

A Trinitarian, 








SELECTIONS. 


REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF TWO MAHOMETANS. 


From Dr. Buchanan’s Sermon before the Society of Missions to Africa and the East 


Two Mahometans of Arabia, 
persons of consideration in their 
own country, have been lately 
converted to the Christian faith. 
One of them has already suffered 
martyrdom, and the other is now 
engaged in translating the Scrip- 
tures, and in concerting plans for 
the conversion of his countrymen. 
The name of the martyr was Ab- 
dallah; and the name of the oth- 
er, who is now translating the 
Scriptures, is Sabat; or, as he is 
called since his Christian baptism, 
Nathaniel Sabat. Sabat resided 
in my house some time before I 
left India, and I had from his 
own mouth the chief part of the 
account which I shall now give 
you. Some particulars I had 
from others. His conversion 
took place after the martyrdom 
of Abdallah, ‘‘to whose death he 
Was consenting ;’’ and he related 
the circumstances to me with 
many tears. 

Abdallah and Sabat were inti- 
mate friends, and being young 
men of family in Arabia, they 
agreed to travel together, and 











to visit foreign countries, They 
were both zealous Mahometans. 
Sabat is son of Ibrahim Sabat, a 
noble family of the line of Beni. 
Sabat, who trace their pedigree 
to Mahomet. The two friend 
left Arabia, after paying their 
adorations at the tomb of their 
prophet at Mecca, and travelied 
through Persia, and thence to 
Cabul. Abdallah was appoint. 
ed to an office of state under Ze. 
maun Shah, king of Cabul ; and 
Sabat left him there and proceed. 
ed on a tour through Tartary. 

While Abdallah remained. 2 
Cabul, he was converted to the 
Christian faith by the perusal of 
a Bible (as is supposed) belong- 
ing to a Christian from Armenia 
then residing at Cabul.* In the 
Mahometan states it is death for 
aman of rank to become a Chiris- 
tian. Abdallah endeavored for 
a time to conceal his conversion, 
but finding it no longer possible, 
he determined to flee to some of 















* The Armenian Christians in Persi4 


have among them a few copies of the 


Arabic bible. 
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the Christian churches near the 
” Caspian Sea. He accordingly left 

Cabul in disguise, and had gained 
a the great city of Bochara, in 
oe ‘Tartary, when he was met io the 
ae streets of that city by his friend 
- Sabat, who immediately recognis- 
= ed him, Sabat had heard of his 
ny conversion and flight, and was 
mr filled with indignation at his con- 


duct. Abdallah knew his dan- 
ger, and threw himself at the 
feet of Sabat. He confessed that 
he was a Christian, and implor- 
ed him, by the sacred tie of their 
former friendship to let him es- 
| cape with his life. ‘* But Sir,” 
said Sabat, when relating the 
story himself, ‘*I had no pity. 
I caused my servants to seize 
him, and I delivered him up to 





hey | Morad Shah, King of Bochara. 
ns. He was sentenced to die, and a 
ty a herald went through the city of 
ni. Bochara, announcing the time of 
ree his execution. An immense mul- 
nds titude attended, and the chief 
cir men of the city. I also went 
ene and stood near to Abdallah. He 
ted was offered his life if he would 
to abjure Christ, the executioner 
nt. standing by him with his sword 
" in his hand. ‘No,’ said he (as if 
oF the proposition were impossible 
d. to be complied with) ‘I cannot 
1. abjure Christ.’ Then one of his 
af hands was cut off at the wrist. 
he He stood firm, his arm hanging 
of by hisside with but little motion. 
4 A physician, by desire of the 
ra king, offered to heal the wound, 
a if he would recant. He made 
” no answer, but looked up stead- 
a fastly towards heaven, like Ste. 
se phen the first martyr, his eyes 
streaming with tears. He did 
. sot look with anger towards me. 
if ‘¢ looked at me, but it was be. 


ignly,and with the countenance 
‘orgiveness. His other hand 
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was then cut off. But, Sir,” 
said Sabat in his imperfect Eng- 
lish, **he never changed, he nev. 
er changed. And when he bow. 
ed his head to receive the blow 
of death, all Bochara seemed to 
say, ‘What new thing is this °’ ”’ 

Sabat had indulged the hope 
that Abdallah would have recant- 
ed when he was offered his life ; 
but when he saw that his friend 
was dead he resigned himself to 
grief and remorse. He travelled 
from place to place, seeking rest, 
and finding none. At last he 
thought he would visit India. 
Ile accordingly came to Madras 
about five years ago. Soon af- 
ter his arrival, he was appointed 
by the English governmeat 2 
mufti, or expounder of Mahome- 
tan law ; his great learning, and 
respectable station in his ows 
country, rendering him eminent. 
ly qualified for that office. And 
now the period of hisown conver- 
sion drew near. While he was at 
Visagapatam, in the Northern 
Circars, exercising his profes. 
sional duties, Providence brought 
in his way a New Testament in 
Arabic.* He read it with deep 
thought, the Koran lying before 
him. He compared them tegeth- 
er, and at length the truth of the 
word of God fell on his mind, 
as he expressed it, like a flood ef 
light. Soon afterwards he pro- 
ceeded to Madras, a journey of 
300 miles, to seek Christian bap- 
tism; and having madea public 
profession of his faith, he was 
baptized by the Rev. Dr. Kerr, 
in the English church at that 
place, by the name of Nathaniel, 
in the twenty-seventh year of his 
age. : 

* One of those copies sent to India by 


the “Society for Promoting Christiag. 
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knowledge.’ 
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Being now desirous to devote 
his future life to the glory of 
God, he resigned his secular em- 
ploy, and came by invitation to 
Bengal, where he is now engag- 
ed in translating the Scriptures 
into the Persian language. ‘This 
work hath not hitherto been exe. 
cuted, for want of a translator 
of sufficient ability. The Persian 
is an importayt language in the 
east, being the general language 
of western Asia, particularly 
among the higher classes, and is 
understood from Calcutta to Da- 
mascus. but the great work 
which occupies the attention of 
this noble Arabian, is the pro- 
mulgation of the gospel among 
his own countrymen; and from 
the present fluctuations of relig- 
ious opinion in Arabia, he is san- 
guine in his hopes of success. 
His first work is entitled, ( Neama 
Besharatin lil Arabi) ‘‘Happy 
News for Arabia;’’ written in 
ihe Nabnttee, or common dia- 
lect of the country. It con- 
tains an eloquent and argumen.- 
tative elucidation of the truth of 
the gospel, with copious author- 
ities admitted by the Mahome- 
tans themselves, and particularly 
by the Wahabians. And, pre- 
fixed to it, is an account of the 
conversion of the author, and an 
appeal to the members of his well 
known family in Arabia, for the 
truth of the facts.* 


* Sabat is now at Dinapore, in 
Bengal, with the Rev. Mr. Martyn, 
Fellow of St. John’s, College, Cam- 
bridge, Chaplain to the East-India 
Company, who is well qualified, by 
his knowledge of the Arabic and 
Persian languages, to superintend his 
labors. Mirza Fitrut, another cele- 
brated Persian scholar, who visited 
England some years ago, is engaged 
as the coadjutor of Sabat in his trans- 
lation. Mr. Martyn himself is trans- 
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The following circumstance in 
the history of Sabat ought not to 
have been omitted. When his 
family in Arabia had heard that 
he had followed the example of 
Abdallah, and become a Chris. 
tian, they despatched his brother 
to India (a voyage of two 
months) to assassinatehim. While 
Sabat was sitting in his house at 
Visagapatam, his brother pre. 
sented himself in the disguise of 
a Faqueer or beggar, having a 
dagger concealed under his man. 
tle. He rushed on Sabat, and 
wounded him. But Sabat seized 
his arm, and his servants came to 
his assistance. He then recog. 
nised his brother. ‘The assassin 
would have become the victim 
of public justice, but Sabat in. 
terceded for his brother, and sent 
him home in peace, with letters 
and presents, to his mother’s 
house in Arabia. 


ee 
FRAGMENTS. 


‘¢’THar part of the world in 
which christianity is established, 
infinitely surpasses the rest in al! 
the sciences and improvements 
which raise one nation above 
another in reputation or power. 
Of this superiority the Europe- 


lating the Scriptures into the Hin- 
dostanee language. Sabat, soon af- 
ter his arrival in Bengal, visited the 
baptist missionaries at Serampore, 
and remained there for two months 
and a half, that is from August to 
October, 1807. Ever since that 
period he has been at Dinapore. Mr. 
Martyn in his latest letters, speaks 
of his friend Sabat in terms of affec- 
tion andadmiration. Sabat account- 
ed himself, at one time the best 
mathematician and logician in Arabia 
Mr. Martyn was senior wrangler in 
mathematics at Cambridge, in the 
year 1801. 
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atts have availed themselves to 
the utmost in every project for 
extending their empire or com. 
merce, and have brought a great 
part of the globe into dependence 
upon either their arts or their 
arms. Now the same attain- 
ments in science or policy might 
be employed to good purpose on 
the side of religion: and though 
hitherto subservient to the de- 
signs of interest or ambition, 
may we not flatter ourselves, that 
at last, they shall become noble 
instruments in the hand of God, 
for preparing the world to receive 
the gospel?” 

‘*The Situation of the World at 
the time of Christ?s appearance.”? 
ASermon preached J an. 6, 1750, 
by William Robertson, D.D. 

UnpousTEDLY we give of. 
fence....if we exercise the pre- 
rogative of Christ as sole law. 
giver of the church, by making 
the terms of Christian commun. 
ion either wider or narrower 
than he has made them. 

At the same time we give of. 
fence if we claimaright to judge 
them that are without. It is an 
offence against common sense to 
expel men from a society to 
which they never seemed to be- 
long, and to debar them from 
privileges to which they never 
had, or pretended to have any 
title.” 

“*Ministers cautioned against 
giving offence,’ by John Ers- 
kine, D. D. 





‘‘In him [Christ ] every other 
quality ministered to goodness : 
he made all the pomp of power 
a Servant to mercy, and seldom 
or never exerted any showy en- 
dowment, but in order to gratify 
ihe impulses of love.” 


Vor. Il. New Series. 
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*¢ Men should not suffer luxu- 
ry to prey on the vitals of chari- 
ty, or to waste the funds which 
enable them to do charitable 
things. 

‘¢ The Character of Christ.’>— 
Rev. Thomas Mutter. 





‘¢Wuen God, of his bounty, 
has bestowed on us an abundance 
of the good things of life, it is 
but a small testimony of our grat- 
itudeto him to bestow someincon. 
siderable portion of these in obe- 
dience to him to supply the 
wants of our indigent brethren. 
But the man of a selfish and cold 
heart goes away sorrowful when 
this is required of him; if he 
part with any share of his wealth 
on such an occasion, it is like 
tearing away the better part of 
himself.’’ 

‘*The man of vanity and os. 
tentation is, in all his actions 
governed only by worldly cen- 
sure and applause: he is at the 
utmost pains to make his virtues 
known, to have his good pro- 
claimed, and to have his reward 
from men.’’ 

**On kind affection.’’—J ohn 
M’ Farlan, J.D. 





‘¢However humbling the re. 
flection, it is a fact, that, gener. 
ally speaking, those who have 
power, and those who have none 
are actuated by the same princi. 
ples ; and the difference between 
thetwo classes appears, from mul. 
tiplied experiments, to be a mere 
ditierence of situation.”’ 

‘*The Peace of the Grave,’’ 
John M Kenzie. 





‘*Tue preparations” [for the 
resurrection of Christ] ‘* were 
now fully formed in both worlds, 
and all things stood in readiness 
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for the moment in which the arm 
of the Lord should be revealed. 

Twice had the sun gone down 
upon the earth, and all, as yet, 
was quiet at thesepulchre. Death 
held his sceptre over the Son of 
God; still and silent, the hours 
passed on; the guards stood by 
their post, the rays of the mid- 
night moon gleamed on _ their 
helmets, and on their spears : 
the enemies of Christ exulted in 
their success; the hearts of his 
friends were sunk in desponden- 
cy and sorrow; ‘the spirits of 
glory waited in anxious suspense 
to behold the event, and wonder- 
ed at the depths of the ways of 
God. At length the morning 
star arising in the east, announc- 
ed the approach of light: the 
third day began to dawn upon 
the world, when, on a sudden, 
the earth trembled to its centre 
and the powers of heaven were 
shaken; an angel of God de- 
scended, the guards shrunk back 
from the terror of his presence, 
and fell prostrate on the ground: 
‘Shis countenance was like light- 
ning, and his raiment was white 
as snow.”? He rolled away the 
stone from the door of the sep- 
ulchre and sat upon it. But 
who is this that cometh forth 
from the tomb, with died gar- 
ments from the bed of death? 
He that is glorious in his appear. 
ance, walking in the greatness 
of hisstrength? It is thy Prince, 
O Zion; Christian, it is your 
Lord: He hath trodden the 
wine-press alone, he hath stained 
his raiment with blood; but 
now, as the first born from the 
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womb of nature, he meets the 
morning of his resurrection. He 
arises a conquerorfrom the grave. 
he returns with blessings from 
the world of spirits; he brings 
salvation to the sons of men, 
Never did the returning sun ush. 
er in a day so glorious ; it was 
the jubilee of the universe. The 
morning stars sang together and 
all the sons of God shouted aloud 
for joy; the Father of mercies 
looked down from his throne in 
the heavens; with complacency 
he beheld his world restored ; he 
saw his work that it was good, 
Then did the desert rejoice ; the 
face of nature was gladdened 
before him, when the blessing: 
of the Eternal descended as the 
dew of heaven for the refreshing 
of the nations. 

‘* Now we know that ou 
souls are independent of death; 
and in the same scene we may 
discover the pledge of God, that 
they shall be again embodied, 
The desolation which sin intro. 
duced into the kingdom of God 
is destined to meet entire 
redress from him who finished 
transgression. The revocation 
of the doom of death, the reunion 
of the spiritual substance with 
its material organ in the glories 
of perfection aud immortality, 
is that final restitution of all 
things which the majesty of God 
seems to require, and of which he 
hath given assurance to men, i0 
that he hath raised Jesus fro 
the dead.”’ 

‘* The Resurrection of Jesus, 
Thomas Hardy, D.D, 
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REVIEW. 





REVIEW OF DR. REES’ CYCLOPEDIA, VOL. X. P. 1. 
(Continued from page 85.) 


Tue original article ConnectT- 
icuT is more correct than arti- 
cles of American geography usu- 
ally are in this work. Additions 
containing useful information are 
made; and the statements are 
generally accurate. In the ac- 
count of the courts of law, we 
are informed that the supreme 
court of errors has ‘‘two stated 
sessions annually, viz. on the 
Tuesdays of the weeks preceding 
the stated sessions of the General 
Assembly.’? This is incorrect. 
The supreme court of errors sits 
but once a year, viz. on the first 
Tuesday of June, after the 
spring session of the Assembly. 
It would have been desirable 
that more knowledge should have 
been obtained, and inserted, in 
this article; but if we compare 
it with what has been inserted 
on similar subjects, there is more 
occasion for praise than censure. 

Under the word Contaaion, 
the American editors have insert. 
ed a considerable addition, in 
which they attempt to shew that 
the yellow fever and the plague 
arenot contagious diseases. They 
seem to take it to be established 
beyond all question, that their 
theory is correct. We only say, 
that it would quiet the fears of 
many of our countrymen could 
they be made to believe in this 
doctrine. 

From the article Cooper, 
Lord Shaftesbury, though wholly 
original, we take the liberty of 
citing a few passages, which shew 
in a clear point of view, how 
‘hose who call themselves liberal 


and candid writers, endeavor to 
pervert theminds of their readers, 
in those miserable daubings of 
character, which they call biog. 
raphy. It is scarcely necessary 
to mention that Lord Shaftesbu- 
ry was an active infidel through 
his whole life, that he was guilty 
of the vile hypocrisy of profess- 
ing great friendship for christian- 
ity while attempting to over- 
throw it, and that his principles 
tended to the destruction of all 
virtue. Notwithstanding all 
this, when his life comes to be 
written for the Biographia Brit- 
annica, by a minister of that 
gospel on which he had cast sys- 
tematic contempt, and when it 
comes to be transcribed and 
abridged for this Cyclopedia by 
another minister of the same gos- 
pel, nothing is said to warn the 
young of the snares spread for 
their souls by this artful destroy. 
er, nothing of the flimsy sophistry 
and glaring contradictions which 
he has endeavored to conceal 
under splendid language and elab- 
orate composition, and nothing 


of the guilt attending the man. 


who labors to disseminate false. 
hood and error among his fellow 
men. On the contrary he is 
praised as a disinterested patriot 
and a sincere inquirer after truth 
and virtue. Take as samples 
the following passages ; 


‘During the remainder of that Parlia- 
ment, lord ASHLEY” (his title at that 
time) ‘‘was indefatigable in the promotion 
and support of every measure in favor 
of liberty, without regard to the person 
by whom it was introduced, influenced 
unquestionably by an attention to the 
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public good, without feeling the paltry 
motives which too frequently actuate 
political men.” 


Speaking of a private corres. 
pondence in which his lordship 
had been engaged, and which, 
** was on that account unfit for 
public view,”’ the editor says, 


**Tt nevertheless set his lordship’s in- 
tegrity in the most amiable point of light.” 


In the account which is given 


of his writings we are informed 
that, 


“Lord Shaftesbury’s Letter on Enthu- 
Siasm was written from excellent mo- 
tives; that it contains many admirable 
remarks, delivered in a neat and lively 
strain, but that it wants precision, con- 
veys but little information, and contains 
some exceptionable passages.” 


The same character is given 
of the Essay, in which he at- 
tempts to establish the prepos- 
terous doctrine that ridicule is 
the test of truth ; and several of 
his other works are spoken of in 
still higher terms of commenda.- 
tion. 

In summing up his character 
the editor says, 


“Lord Shaftesbury, in all his works, 
shews himself a zealous advocate for lib- 
erty, the steady frignd of virtue, and a 
true believer in natural religion. He 
sometimes professed himself a Christian ; 
but his writings in many parts, render his 
faith in the divine mission of Christ very 
questionable.” 


This is just such a character 
as a confirmed infidel would have 
given, except perhaps he would 
have despised the affected prude. 
ry of saying, that ‘‘ his author’s 
faith in the divine mission of 
Christ was very questionable.” 
We have not room to say all that 
might be said with propriety, on 
the blame attached to those wha 
call themselves Christians, and 
yet lend all their influence to 
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bolster up infidelity, and to give 
currency to the false and hollow 
professions of those, who despise 
all true virtue, deny the Lord 
that bought them, and cast con. 
tempt on the only system of re. 
ligious ‘truth which can make 
men comfortable here, or blessed 
hereafter. What sort of a Chris. 
tian is he, who holds that a de. 
clared, active champion of infi. 
delity, possessed of talents and 
learning, and enjoying all the ad- 
vantages of a preached gospel, 
can yet be ‘‘the steady friend of 
virtue.” Certainly he agrees 
not with him who said, ‘‘if any 
man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be Anathema 
maran atha.”? ‘That our read- 
ers may see how contradictory, 
and indefensible the doctrines of 
Shaftesbury are, we give a Sy- 
nopsis of them from Dr. Dwight’s 
Sermons on Infidel Philosophy. 

Lord Shaftesbury declares, 

‘“‘That the belief of future re. 
wards and punishments is nox- 
ious to virtue, and takes away 
all motives to it; 

That the hope of rewards, and 
the fear of punishments, makes 
Virtue mercenary ; 

That to be influenced by re- 
wards is disingenuous and servile; 
and 

That the hope of reward can- 
not consist with virtue ; and yet, 

That the hope of rewards is 
not derogatory to virtue, Dut 2 
proof, that we love virtue ; 

That the hope of rewards, and 
the fear of punishments, however 
mercenary it may be accounted, 
is, in many instances, a great 
advantage, security, and sup- 
port, of virtue; and 

That all obligation to be vir- 
tuous arises from the advantages 
(i. e. the rewards) of virtue, and 
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from the disadvantages (i. e. the 
punishments) of vice: 

That those are censurable, who 
represent the gospel asa fraud (or 
imposition ;) 

That he hopes the discourses 
of Dr. Whichcot will reconcile 
the enemies of christianity to it, 
and make Christians prize it 
more highly than before ; and 

That he hopes Christians will be 
secured against the temper of the 
irreconcileable enemies of the 
faith of the gospel ; and yet 

He represents salvation as a 
ridiculous thing ; and insinuates, 

That Christ was influenced,and 
directed, by deep designs of am. 
bition, and cherished a savage 
zeal and persecuting spirit ; and 

That the Scriptures were a 
mere artful invention to secure a 
profitable monopoly (i. e. of 
sinister advantages to the inven- 
tors :) 

‘That man is born to religion, 
piety, and adoration, as well as 
to honor and friendship ; 

That virtue is not complete 
without piety; yet 

He labors to make virtue 
wholly independent of piety: 

That all the warrant for the 
authority of religious symbols 
(i.e. the institutions of christians 
ity) is the authority of the mag- 
istrate : 

That the magistrate is the sole 
judge of religious truth, and of 
Revelation : 


That miracles are ridiculous ; 
and 

That, if true, they would be 
no proof of the truth of Revela- 
tion : 

That ridicule is the test of 
truth; and yet 

That ridicule itself must be 
brought to the test of reason: 

That the Christian religion 


ought to be received when estab- 
lished by the magistrate ; yet 

He grossly ridicules it, where 
it was thus established : 

That religion and virtue ap- 
pear to be so nearly connected, 
that they are presumed to be in- 
separable companions; and yet 

That atheists often conduct 
so well, as to seem to force us to 
confess them virtuous : 

That he, who denies a God, 
sets up an opinion against the 
very well being of society, atid yet 

That’ atheism has no direct 
natural tendency to take away 
a just sense of right and wrong: 

That atheism is greatly defi- 
cient in promoting virtue; and 

That the natural tendency of 
it is to take away a just sense of 
right and wrong.”’ 





VOL. X. P. 2. 

THe account given of St. 
Paul’s two Epistles to the Cor- 
INTHIANS is selected with great 
propriety and judgment. The 
pertinency of the topics which the 
apostle introduces, and the evi- 
dencew hichthese epistles afford in 
support of the Christian religion, 
areveryCclearlyexhibited. Wegive 
this approbation with more readi- 
ness, as many articles relative to 
the Scriptures,and the truths they 
contain, are written in a manner 
which we are far from approv- 
ing. The authors cited are Dod- 
dridge, Whitby, and Paley. No 
additions are made to the orig- 
inal article. 

We were much surprised to find 
that the article Corron has re- 
ceived no additions whatever 
from the American editors. On 
subjects so interesting to this 
country, as the cultivation of a 
staple commodity, it surely is 
not too much_to expect that some 
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Jabor and expense should be cheer- 
fully bestowed by the publisher of 
an edition so important in itself, 
and so abundantly profitable to 
him, as the work under review. 
We beg leave to remind him of 
the following sentences in the 
advertisement, which accompa- 
nied the first number. 


*¢ As, however, all European publica. 
tions are susceptible of amendment and 
addition in those parts, at least, which re- 
late to the United States, the American 
editor has engaged, in the various 
departments of science and literature, 
the assistance of gentlenien, whose talents 
and celebrity do honor to their country, 
and will essentially enrich this great and 
important work 

**'To the article American Biorraphy, 
which has been very greatly not to say 
entirely neglected in all preceding w orks 
of the kind, a proper attention will be 
paid in the present.” 


These promises we could not 
but recollect with pain on find. 
ing that nothing is said on the 
culture of Cotton, a subject 
which might undoubtedly be 
treated satisfactorily by many 
gentlemen in the southern states; 
or on the cause of the astonish. 
ing increase of our exportations 
of this article within the last ten 
years, a cause not only honora- 
ble to Mr. Whitney, the inven. 
tor of the machine for cleaning 
cotton, but amazingly produc- 
tive of national wealth. Ac. 
cording to the tables from the 
English edition, it seems that in 
the year 1799, there were im- 
ported into London and Liver- 
pool from the United States, 
about 24,C00 bales of cotton of 
300 pounds each; and that in 
1806, these importations had in- 
creased to 105,000, more than 
half of all the cotton brought to 
England that year. The great 
cause of this increase is the pos- 
session of Mr. Whitney’s ma. 
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chine by the planters in the 
southern states. So important 
is this invention, that, as we are 
informed from good authority, 
four times as much cotton can 
be raised now, in many parts of 
Georgia and the Carolinas, as 
could have been raised with 
the same labor before the 
invention. In a cause decided 
in the circuit court of the Unit. 
ed States, between Mr. Whitney 
and the violators of his patent, 
judge Johnson, in giving the 
opinion of the court, declared, 
that this machine had added one 
hundred millions of dollars to 
the value of the single state of 
Georgia ; and that he could 
prove this assertion to any man’s 
satisfaction by arithmetical cal. 
culation. Yet this invention al- 
most unparalleled in its conse. 
quences, is not even mentioned 
by the American publisher. Nor 
have we found any reference to 
any other subsequent article, for 
further information. The least 
that a regard to propriety would 
have required in this place, is, we 
think, an authentic and fall ac. 
count of the culture of Cotton, 
of its preparation for market, 
and of Mr. Whitney’s machine, 
with a delineation of it on a 
plate. 

Under the word Covenant, 
in Theology, the English editor 
seems to deny that ** a constitu. 
tion, such as that which some di- 
vines have supposed to be the 
covenant with Adam, whereby 
all mankind should become ob- 
noxious to eternal misery for the 
transgression of one common 
head, is consistent with divine 
justice.’? The denial is not di- 
rect in terms; but the whole 
paragraph taken together a- 
mounts to a denial. ‘The Amer- 
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ican editors insert a few sentences 
to correct what may be errone- 
ous in the article. 

It is not surprising that those 
who do not believe in the atone- 
ment of Christ should reject the 
doctrine of the fall of Adam and 
its consequences. These main 
truths of the Holy Scriptures 
must be received or denied to- 
gether. But inamost unbecoming 
employment are those engaged, 
who undertake to decide by their 
own powers of reasoning, what 
is proper, and what improper, 
to be done by the infinite Jeho- 
vah. In such presumption we 
beg to have no participation. 

No other article in this num- 
ber has received additions worthy 
of mention, except that of Cow 
pox, which is described as hav- 
ing pervaded nearly the whole 
of North America. 

(To be continued.) 
a 


To the Editors of the Panoplist. 


[ Proposals have been lately issued for 
the republication of Mr. Fellowes’ 
“* Relivion without Cant.”* The 
public will undoubtedly be gratified by 
some account of that extraordinary 
performance, that they may know what 
they are about to purchase. In the 
Christian Observer, vol. 1. page 519, 
you will find a review of this work, 
which, if I mistake not, furnishes all 
the information which ean be wished. 
A republication of this review will 
give pleasure to one of your readers, 
and I presume to many. Iam, gentle- 
men, yours, Ke. X.] 


* The work referred to by our res- 
pected correspondent, has already made 
its appearance, not indeed under the 
original title of **Relizion without Cant,’ 
which would probably have excited alarm 
in the Christian public, but under the 
more specious title of .7 general View 
of the Doctrines of Christianity. me 
the preface, however, the public are ad- 
veruzed, that, “the work is compiled 
principally from a work of the Rev. Rob- 
ert Fellowes, entitled * Religion without 
Cant.” The republication, therefore, of 
the review of the original work, from the 
Christian Observer, | may still be proper 
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From the Christian Observer: 
Religion without Cant; or a 


Preservative against Luke- 
warmness and Intolerance, 
Fanaticism, Superstition, and 
Impiety. By Roserr Fer- 
Lowes, A. M. of St. Mary 
Hall, Oxford, Curate of Har- 
bury, Warwickshire.  8vo. 
8s. London. White. 1801. 


We have already had occasion 
to introduce this author to our 
readers as the writer of a pam- 
phlet, entitled The Anti-Calvin- 
ist; wherein he inculcated doc- 
trines diametrically repugnant to 
the word of God, and to the spir- 
it and letter of the Articles of 


and useful, in reference to the present 
compilation, which, though purged of 
some of the offensive and ridiculous, not 
to say impious, passages of the original 
work, retains the essence of its poison. 
We the more readily comply with the 
request of -Y. at the present time, be- 
cause the republication, either entire, 


or in a garbled, and disguised form, of 


works of the general character of Mr. 
Fellowes’ **Religion without Cant,” has, 
in this vicinity, become an affair of con- 
cert and system. As the Socinian host in 
this country seem fond of appearing in 
the field of religious controversy in the 
borrowed armour of their brethren in 
Great Britain, they will not complain, 
if they are met by us with the 
same weapons of defence, which have 
been so ably and successfully employed 
against the same attacks of their breth- 
ren on the other side of the Atlantic. Be- 
side, we thinkit desirable,that our readers 
should know in what light this deserip- 
tion of Christians, who have but recently 
made their appearance in this country, 
are regarded by those in Great Britain, 
who are engaged in the same general 
cause with ourselves. Especially do we 
deem it important that the public should 
be early apprized of what kind of books, 
some in and around our capital have com 
piled and “designed for the edification ot 
families more especially, and recommend 

ed tothem as a valu able manual for the 
instruction of Children.’ 

We were sorry to see the name of Mr, 
Etheridge, from whose press so many 
wholesome books have issued, prefixed 
to this insidious work. We presume he 
must have been deceived by its specious 
ttle, as others prebably willbe. Lditere. 
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our church. The main design 
of the present work appears to 
be, that of giving a more partic- 
ular and labored representation 
of those doctrines ; and of thus 
filling up those outlines of heter- 
odoxy, which were’ merely 
sketched in the former publica. 
tion. 

These two works correspond 
also in another particular ; they 
both abound in that species of 
cheap and convenient abuse, 
which consists in using hard 
names and coarse epithets, with- 
out being at the trouble of shew- 
ing the applicability of either. 
In this circumstance, the work 
now before us rather exceeds its 
predecessor ; and the flowers of 
Billingsyate (as they are denom- 
inated by a writer in the Anti- 
Jacobin Review) which appear. 
ed to be just budding in the Anti- 
Calvinist, present themselves full 
blown in this later production. 

Among the many false doc. 
trines which Mr. Fellowes main- 
tains, there is no one which he is 
more dogmatical in asserting, 
than that of the gospel being 
nothing more than a rule of lifee 
With this doctrine the whole 
spirit and language of the pres. 
ent publication accords. It isa 
doctrine which has been raked 
up from among the dregs of So- 
cinianism ; which, if followed 
through its consequences, would 
bring us to the very threshold of 
infidelity ; and which, in its sim- 
plest form, possesses a direct and 
positive tendency to paganize 
Christianity. It is, however, a 
doctrine which has no chance of 
being adopted by any persons, 
who, to a tolerable acquaintance 
with the sacred Scriptures, add 
a cordial belief of their truth. 
Its falsehood will be detected, 


without any effort of examina, 
tion, by all who consider the 
gospel in that light, in which St, 
Paui viewed it, when he declared, 
that ** the gospel of Christ is the 
power of God unto salvation un. 
to every one that believeth.” 

In the preface which Mr. Fel. 
lowes has prefixed to his work, 
there is one passage, which it 
would be highly improper to pass 
without some notice. We do not 
mean that, in which he supposes 
a connexion between Christian 
benevolence and a good dinner ; 
fur we believe that the idea of 
our being feasted into philan. 
thropy will rather awaken the 
mirth, than olffend the feelings of 
the reader. The passage to which 
we refer, occurs in the 19th page, 
where Mr. Fellowes having oc. 
casion to mention the act.of adul. 
tery, expresses it, not in such 
terms as mark the criminality of 
the deed, but in such as are ordi- 
narily employed to describe it, 
by the most light minded among 
the vulgar. 

A considerable part of the 
work which we are considering, 
is of a polemical cast; and the 
object of attack appears to be 
twofold. On some occasions 
Mr. Fellowes assembles a hide- 
ous group of what he calls the 
fanatics, to whom he ascribes, 
ad libitum, a plentiful portion 
of absurdity, which he seriously 
and triumphantly sets himself to 
answer. Qn other occasions he 
takes a higher aim, and attempts 
no less than to overthrow some 
of those doctrines which have 
been heretofore considered as es- 
sential and fundamental parts of 
Christianity ; which have been 
embraced and maintained by, the 
wisest and best of men; _ but 
which Mr. Fellowes happening 
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to dislike, condemns as false in 
themselves and immoral in their 
tendency, and which he, there. 
fore, labors. per fas atque per 
nefas, to discredit and destroy. 

In his assault on the fanatics, 
we should feel no difficulty in 
unreservedly wishing him suc- 
cess, if the weapons which he 
brandishes were better suited to 
the hand of a Christian minister ; 
and we should, moreover, be 
ready to commence hostilities 
ourselves against the fanatics 
whom he has described, if we 
knew where to find them. Where 
Mr. Fellowes discovered them 
he has not informed us, and, 
therefore, we can only wish, that 
if his chastisement can possibly 
prove beneficial, it may speedily 
reach them; although of its ben- 
efiting them, we, ourselves, have 
no expectation, since, from Mr. 
Fellowes’ description, they ap. 
pear to be among the number of 
either the incurably idiotic, or 
the irrecoverably insane. Of 
this last circumstance our read. 
ers will judge, from the few fol- 
lowing extracts from Mr. Fel. 
lowes’ account of them :—‘* The 
fanatics make even religion itself 
the foundation of unrighteous. 
ness.”? (p. 4.)—‘** They make 
holiness to consist more in tur. 
bulence of sensation, than in rec- 
titude of action.” (p. 7.)— 
‘*They make the delirium of 
sensation a substitute for integ- 
rity of character ;’’ (p. 27.) and 
yet, strange inconsistency in- 
deed ! ‘* make great pretensions 
to superior sanctity.”? (p. 29.) 
-——** They throw wide the gales 
of heaven to the sinner, and shut 
them against the righteous ;’’ and 
‘with them salvation depends 
upon the impulses of feelings.” 
(p. 51.)—** They ascribe to 
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faith a power, superseding the 
necessity of instruction and the 
use of inquiry.”? (p. 97.)— 
** They confine the seat and hab. 
itation of faith, the bounds of its 
existence, and sphere of its influ- 
ence, to the sensations, within 
whose gaseous atmosphere they 
circumscribe its power, and to 
whose invisible operations they 
restrict its evidence.’’ (p. 120.) 
—They feign that ‘* man’s de- 
pravity is éncuradle ;’’ and ‘‘rep- 
resent God as angry with us, 
for no other reason than because 
we are born.”? (p. 151.)—They 
hold that grace *‘is often with- 
held from the contrite, and often 
lavishly accorded to the hypo- 
crite.’ (p. 189.)—They ‘‘con- 
fine the agency of grace within 
the volatile gas of the sensa- 
tions.”” (p. 191.)—And, last- 
ly, (to complete the picture) we 
are assured, that ** the fanatic 
puts the victims of his rage to 
every torture, which he can con. 
trive in this world, and then 
breathes fervent wishes to heav- 
en for their eternal damnation 
in the next!’ (p. 130.) 

Of this delineation of fanati. 
cism, we may now take our leave 
for the present ; and proceed to 
the important task of noticing 
the attack which Mr. Fellowes 
has made on what we consider, 
and what our church has ever 
held, to be among the essential 
doctrines of the gospel of Christ. 

The doctrine of original or 
birth sin is pronounced by Mr. 
Fellowes to be totally false. We 
pretend not to addtothe author. 
ities and arguments by which this 
doctrine has been, and still may 
be provedto betrue. Weshall, 
therefore, for the present, only 
trouble Mr. Feliowes with a re. 
quest, that he will attentively 
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consider these two practical ques- 
tions—How can any man, with 
@ pure conscience and an upright 
mind, declare in the sanctuary, 
in the presence, and in the ad- 
ministration of the ordinance of 
God, that ‘* all men are con- 
eeived and bornin sin,’’? when 
he himself, at that very moment, 
is persuaded, that all men are 
born innocent and upright 2— 
and how can he in that same or- 
dinance, and on his knees before 
that same God, who seeth the 
heart and abhorreth iniquity, ad- 
dress a prayer to him, that he 
would grant to the infant, whom 
he is about to baptize, ‘* remis- 
sion of his sins by spiritual re- 
generation,’? when he, at the 
same time, believes, that theinfant 
neither wants suchremiéssion, nor 
is capable of such regeneration? 

It may also be uséful to con- 
sider, how far it is consistent 
‘with that morality, for the inter- 
ests of which Mr. Fellowes pro- 
fesses somuch zeal, that heshould 
instruct the children of his parish 
in a catechism, which affirms, 
that we are ‘** born in sin, the 
children of wrath,’? when he 
thinks, and publicly declares, 
that such an aflirmation is a 
falsehood; and not merely that 
it is a falsehood, but that it is 
such an one as is of the very 
worst moral tendency. 

Mr. Fellowes talks much of the 
dishonesty and falsehood of the 
fanatics. Butishe not appre. 
hensive, that if any one of them, 
who retains any portion of his 
wits, should read the work be. 
fore us, and compare some pas- 
sages of it with others in the 
Common Prayer Book, he would 
find materials for a severe and 
irresistible retaliation? 

Mr. Fellowes hag discovered, 
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that the Ninth Article of our 
church is not very favorable 
to his sentiments on the subject 
of original sin ; and he even con. 
fesses that it in some degree sanc. 
tions this doctrine; but adds, 
that *‘this article admits of an 
explanation that will entirely do 
away the mischievousness of the 
doctrine.’’ He also says. (p. 33.) 
‘* Though the doctrine should 
be more expressly authorized by 
the Articles than it appears to 
me to be, yet it cannot well be 
called the doctrine of the church 
of England, when it is not the 
doctrine of the majority of the 
members, who compose that 
church.’? Again, ** When we 
wish to ascertain the true doc. 
trine and belief of the church of 
England, we are not to inquire 
so much what was the doctrine 
and belief of its clergy in past 
ages, as what zs the doctrine and 
belief of theclergy, or the church, 
at the present day. That which 
was the doctrine and belief of the 
clergy in past ages, was the 
doctrine and belief of the 
church in ¢hetr time ; and that 
which is the doctrine and _ belief 
of the clergy in this age, is the 
doctrine and belief of the church 
in our time.”’—Again, ‘‘As the 
majority of the living members, 
and particularly the most learn. 
ed, upright, and judicious mem- 
bers of the church of England, 
constitute the church of En- 
gland,* they may, without for- 


* We were taught just before, that the 
clergy at large constitute the church of 
England. Now we are told, that the 
majority of the living members, and par- 
ticularly the most learned, upright, and 
judicious members of the church of Eng- 
land, constitute that chureh ! If the lat- 
ter of these contradictory opinions be ad- 
mitted, it will be necessary fora conscien- 
tious candidate for ordination, who wishes 
te subscribe the Articles in the sense 
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mally repealing any of the arti- 
cles, put any construction upon 
them which they think best, and 
that construction is the legal 
doctrine of the church in their 
time ; and in that sense, and ac- 
cording to that construction, the 
articles may and ought to be 
subscribed ; and he, who thus 
subscribes them, maintains what 
it is so necessary to maintain, an 
unity of doctrine with the ma- 
jority of his brethren; and is, 
consequently, a better friend to 
the church of England, than he 
who may subscribe the articles 
tin a sense more agreeable to the 
letter, but more adverse to the 
general construction of the cier- 
gy: and consequently, to the 
received doctrine of the church.” 

We really think that Mr. Fel- 
lowes can scarcely for a moment 
suppose,that such absurdities will 
impose upon any man of common 
sense, or that such dishonest 
sophistication will be acceptable 
to any man of common honesty. 

In a note at the bottom of p. 
133, Mr. Fellowes says, that 
governments should be taught *‘to 
labor to prevent these hell-born 
fiends, (the fanatics and atheists) 
from spreading theirvenom among 
the people; and this,’’? he adds, 
“can only be done by compelling 
the ministers of the Establishment 
to teach NOTHING BUT THAT 
PURE MORALITY WHICH CHRIST 
TAUGHT, WITHOUT ANYCANT OR 
ANYMySTERY.’’ Nowis Mr. Fel. 


which, according to these rules, is the 
only legal one, to take an actual survey 
of the kingdom, and to poll all the exist- 
ing individuals who profess to be members 
of the church of England ; at the same 
time, taking with hima pair of in- 
tellectual and moral balances, nicely ad- 
justed, in order to ascertain the compar 
ative learning, uprightness, and judic- 
ousness of these same living members ef 
the church. 





lowes sure that this expedient 
would avail? Is he certain that 
no better, no honester means 
can be devised for converting 
atheists and fanatics, and for re- 
straining the propagation of 
their principles, than that of 
compelling the ministers of the 
establishment to abstain wholly 
from teaching those mysteries of 
Christianity which they have sol- 
emnly engaged, and are expressly 
ordained to inculcate ? That 
cant should be discouraged, we 
allow; although we could wish 
that the repression of it among 
the ministers of the establishment 
were effected rather by their own 
good sense and discretion, than 
by the operation of political co. 
ercion. But when the suppres- 
sion of those mysteries, which, 
though unfathomable to our un- 
derstanding, are, nevertheless, fit 
objects of our faith; such as 
‘‘the Trinity of persons in the 
undivided godhead, the incarna- 
tion of the second person, the 
expiation of sin by the Redeem- 
er’s sufferings and death, the effi- 
cacy of his intercession, and the 
mysterious commerce of the be- 
liever’s soul with the divine Spir. 
it?’—when a compelled suppres 
sion of these mysteries is propos. 
ed, as a panacea for the moral 
disorders prodaced by fanatics 
and atheists, we must beg leave 
to question the judgment and 
skill of the prescriber. And 
whatever Mr. Fellowes may say 
or think, our hearts desire and 
prayer to God is, that the clergy 
of the establishment, of whom 
we are taught ‘** to account, as 
of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteriesof God,” 
may have *‘ utterance given unto 
them, that they may open their 
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mouths boldly to make known 
the mystery of the gospel.’’ 

It is a curious fact, and a 
striking instance of the incon. 
sistency which attends all: at. 
tempts to evade the force of plain 
truth, and to quibble away the 
dictates of cominon sense, that 
although Mr. Fellowes would 
allow, and even persuade govern- 
ment to bind the ministers of re- 
ligion, by an act of rigorous 
compulsion, to teach nothing 
but morality; he, nevertheless, 
deems it inconsistent with rational 
liberty, that these same ministers 
should be bound, bytheir own vol- 
untary and most solemn engage- 
ments, to teach no doctrines re- 
pugrant to those which are con- 
tained in the confession, to whose 
truth they have subscribed their 
assent, 

But with instances of incon- 
sistency and self contradiction, 
the present publication abounds. 
In one place we are taught, that 
in the first verse of the eleventh 
chapter of the Epistle to the He. 
brews, thg word faith means 
‘*those things which are reveal. 
ed by God, but are invisible to 
our perceptions.”?” (p. 104.) 
Fortunately, however, for truth, 
Mr. Fellowes afterwards changes 
his opinion, and quotes this 
very verse as referring to the act 
of faith in the mind of the believ- 
er. In p. 112 he tells us, that 
“*the ceremonial laws of the Mo- 
saic dispensation were intended 
merely to preserve unbroken the 
barrier between Jew and gen- 
tile.’ And yet, inthe very same 


page (as if impatient to contra. 


dict himself) he declares, that 
“the Redeemer was, indeed, 
seen through the rites of the Mo- 
gaic dispensation.’”’ Again, in 
p, 208, he says, that grace, mod. 


erates the rigor of the law, and 
mitigates its penalties ; and yet 
he asserts in the same page, nay, 
in the same period, that grace es. 
tablishes the law ; and moreover 
speaks in p. 210, of the moral 
law being ‘‘perfected by the sove. 
reign excellence of Christian 
charity.» Again, in p. 179, 
apostrophizing the Christian, he 
says, **It is only by personal 
acts of sin, hardening into hab- 
its of sin, that thou becomest a 
transgressor, subject to the wrath 
of God ;’’ and yet in p. 220, he 
declares that **the moment we 
have violated any one duty of 
truth, justice. and humanity, or 
any one saying of the perfect law 
of Christ, that moment we are 
polluted with guilt; and, with. 
out repentance, obnoxious to 
punishment.’’ 

Of Mr Fellowes’ opinions on 
the subject of regeneration, it is 
unnecessary to say more, than 
that he maintains that regenera. 
tion is ‘only another name for 
repentance confirmed ;”’ and that 
he believes, that ‘‘ there are some 
persons who need no repent. 
ance.” 

His ideas respecting the oper- 
ations of divine grace, and the 
efficacy of prayer, may be col- 
lected from the following quota.- 
tions. —‘‘ Though devotion ex- 
cite themost agrecable sensations, 
these sensations ought not to bees- 
teemed supernatural calls or mir- 
aculousexperiences; fortheypro- 
ceed from natural causes, and are 
generated by the moral organiza- 
tion of man,&c.’’—*‘ Prayer isa 
help to holiness; and when fervent 
and sincere, procures a_ refresh 
ing supply of those wholesome 
moral energies, those spiritual 
gifts, which, by whatever name 
they may be expressed, are ¢er- 
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tainly ultimately derived from 
the Father of Spirits; not by 
any immediate and miraculous 
interposition of his power, but 
through the channel of that mor- 
al order of things which he es- 
tablished, and the moral consti- 
tution of man, which he ordain- 
ed.’? (p. 187.)—‘‘ Grace oper- 
ates by general laws.’’ (p. 190.) 
—-‘¢ One measure of grace, 
rightly used, will bring us anoth- 
er. One temptation combatted 
and vanquished, brings strength 
to resist a stronger ; till, by de- 
grees, the habit is formed, and 
the fiercest assaults of the adver. 
sary are derided.”’ (p. 202.) For 
these opinions on the subject of 
grace, Mr. Fellowes indeed pre- 
pares his readers, by telling them 
in a preceding page, that ‘*‘most 
of the promises of grace, which 
occur in the Scriptures, are re- 
strained to the apostolical age :”? 
and by stating, as a mere proba- 
bility, that, ‘*the expressions, 
Ask and you shall have, &c. 
Luke xi. 9—13, have a relation 
to the faithful in all future ages.” 

Mr. Fellowes’ views of this 
subject admit still farther illus- 
tration, from a sentiment which 
he expresses, in his 231st page, 
where he says, ‘* Reason and 
conscience are the great antago- 
nists with which God has provid- 
ed us to combat temptation. 
Would we but carefully culti- 
vate our rational faculties, and 
our naturai sense of right and 
wrong, and which are so capable 
of improvement, no temptation 
would be able to bring us into 
subjection.”’ Here we are told, 
in the former part of this passage, 


that *‘reason and conscience” are . 


the great antagonists, with which 
we are to combat temptation; 
and, in the latter part of it, that 


‘¢ our rational faculties and nat. 
ural sense of right and wrong,?? 
are sufficient antagonists. We 
very much doubt, whether St. 
Paul was of Mr. Fellowes’ 
opinion. That apostle speaks, 
on one occasion, of our resisting 
the tempter, stedfast in the faith; 
and, on another occasion, when 
enumerating the defensive as well 
as the offensive instruments of 
Christian warfare, he directs, 
that above all, we should take 
the shield of faith, wherewith, 
says he, ‘** ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked ;’’ he also mentions ‘‘ the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God.’’? Ephes. chap. vi. 
ver. 16, 17. 

But we are not certain that 
Mr. Fellowes will admit St. Paul’s 
authority, in opposition to his 
own. We cannot indeed con- 
ceive how Mr. Fellowes can be- 
lieve the inspiration of that apos. 
tle, since he not only retails the 
ridiculous notion, ‘‘that St. 
Paul being bred a pharisee, spake 
in the 9th chapter to the Romans, 
and is there to be interpreted, ex 
mente Pharicworum, accordin 
to the doctrines of the pharisees 
concerning fate, which they had 
borrowed from the Stoics ,;” 
but also says, concerning his 
Epistles in general, that the mat. 
ter of them is, perhaps, in some 
degree, tinctured with the rab. 
binical philosophy ; and he more- 
over insinuates, that there is a 
coincidence between the effect of 
prejudice on themind of St. Paul, 
and the odor which an empty 
cask retains of its former eon. 
tents ! (p. 13.) 

The subject which has occa. 
sioned the preceding observations 
may Safely be dismissed with this 
one remark. When St, Paul, 
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under the pressure of that temp- 
tation, which he denominated 
*¢ a thorn in the flesh,’ prayed 
for divine relief, God did not tell 
him that his reason and con- 
sctence, or his rational faculties 
and natural sense of right and 
wrong, were the great and suf- 
Jictent antagonists, with which 
he might repel the temptation. 
No—the language of God to the 
apostle was, MY GRACE Zs su/fi- 
eent for thee. 

It will appear to many of our 
readers a strange, and it is cer- 
tainly an expressive fact, that in 
attentively reading through this 
book, consisting of 400 pages, 
and intended to give a correct 
and comprehensive view of the 
religion of Christ, we have not 
met with a single syllable con- 
cerning ‘**the exceeding great 
love of our Master and only Sa- 
vior Jesus Christ, in dying for 
us.”” How any man could write 
a thick octavo volume on the 
avowed subject of Christianity, 
and so completely abstract his 
thoughts from the most promi- 
nent, most precious, and most 
influential of its truths; how he 
could speak of the pardon of 
sin, the gifts of grace, and the 
hopes of glory, and yet abstain 
from expatiating with pious grati- 
iude and lively joy ou that **prec- 
ious blood shedding,’’ by which 
that pardon, those gifts,and those 
hopes are ‘‘obtained to us’’--these 
are questions which weare wholly 
unqualified to solve. ‘That such 
things may be, we learn from the 
work before us ; and the discov- 
ery pains no less than it surprises 
us. We forbear to draw any 
inferences from the fact; and 
leave our readers to determine, 
what that religion must be, which 
is accompanied by such an insen. 
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sibility as can be perseveringly 
silent on such a subject. Mr. 
Fellowes has indeed once used 
the phrase, ‘** atonement of 
Christ.”> What he means by the 
phrase the reader will judge, 
from considering it in connexion 
with the passage in which it oc. 
curs. His words are these: 
‘* How many particular acts of 
obedience or of disobedience will 
cause us, through the mercy of 
God operating in the atonement 
of Christ, to appear just in his 
divine presence on the one hand, 
or will occasion our exclusion 
from his favor on the other, we 
cannot ascertain, nor does it be- 
come us to inguire.’’ (p. 348.) 
This is certainly an extraordina. 
ry sentence, ‘The idea of deter- 
mining our justification before 
God by exact arithmetical calcu. 
lation, is so absurd, that Mr, 
Fellowes might have spared him. 
self the trouble of discouraging 
its adoption, by pronouncing its 
impracticability. The notion 
also of acts of disobedience caus. 
ing us to appear just in the di- 
vine presence, is perfectly nov- 
el, and can enly be paralleled 
by the declaration which Mr. 
Fellowes makes in his 277th 
page, where he asserts, that the 
belief that there is no God is the 
fundamental principle of natural 
religion, on which all its truth 
depends, and all its importance 
rests ! t 
To refute all the errors of this 
publication, and to mark all its 
defects, would be a task, no oth- 
erwise to be accomplished, than 
by writing a book at least twice 
as large as the one before us. 


- Indeed many of Mr. Fellowes’ 


sentiments and expressions are 
so palpably inconsistent with all 
which the orthodox members of 
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the Christian church have agreed 
to receive as true, that a child 
of ten years old, who understood 
the Catechism would be able to 
detect the false doctrines of this 
modern reformer; who, big 
with the imaginary importance 
of his plan, and confident of his 
abilities to accomplish it, antici. 
pates the gratitude of the Chris- 
tian world, for attempfing to 
overthrow the doctrines, and ex. 
plain away the truths, which the 
Christian world, properly so call- 
ed, has, for more than two hundred 
years, agreed in embracing and 
united to maintain. 

The man who speaks of Jesus 
Christ as a man sent from God 
(p. 139.) ; who represents re- 
pentance as restoring us to Gad’s 
favor, (p. 167.) as saving the 
soul, (p. 179.) andas expiating 
offences, (p. 212.) and thus as. 
cribes to it the offices which be. 
long only te Christ, as our 
atonement and intercessor; who 
talks of men remaining suspend. 
ed in a sort of middle state, be. 
tween impenitency and repent- 
ance (p. 178.) ; who adopts the 
strict papistical interpretation of 
St. Peter’s declaration concern- 
ing charity, in the 8th verse of 
his fourth chapter (p. 209.) ; 
who supposes pernicious tenets 
on religious subjects to be iden- 
tified with the physical organi- 
zation of an infant’s brain (p. 
248.) ; who repeatedly denomi- 
nates sins little, trivial, transient, 
and venial ; and, lastly, who 
speaks of men deserving admis. 
sion into the courts of the man- 
Sions above (p. 275.); such a 
man may raise a smile by his ab. 
surdities, or excite compassion for 
his errors ; but he is in no dan- 
ger of making converts, or ob- 
taining patrons, except among 


those who are either strangers or 
enemies to the established doc. 
trines of the protestant church. 

It would have argued a be. 
coming modesty in Mr. Fellowes 
to have read more before he be- 
gan to write; or, (if the pro- 
pensity to becomean author prov. 
ed irresistible) to have written 
with that diffidence which would 
have suited his very imperfect 
comprehension of the subjects 
which he undertook to discuss. 
Dogmatical presumption is dis- 
pleasing, even in an old man of 
the highest attainments and 
soundest judgment ; but in a 
young man of moderate abilities 
and confined reading, it is very 
disgusting. It is curious to ob- 
serve, that while Mr. Fellowes 
disdains to bend before (what he 
calls) the colossal authority of 
Hooker ; he writes as though he 
expected that his readers should 
** bend in passive humiliation’’ 
before the (we will not say pig- 
my, but we may certainly say) 
not very gigantic authority of 
the curate of Harbury. 

To the cant of atfected piety, we 
have perhaps an aversion as real, 
though, we trust, not so fierce 
and uncharitable, as that which 
is professed by Mr. Fellowes. 
But there are other species of 
cant, which are scarcely less re- 
pugnant to our taste, or less re- 
volting to our principles. Such, 
for instance, is the cant of pa- 
ganism, which prates without 
meaning, and almost without 
end, about moral economy, 
moral organization, moral order, 
pleasurable influences, simple 
volition, universal system, &c. 
&c. &c. Such too is the cant of 
adulation, of which Mr. Fel- 
lowes has given some instances in 
the 201st, 286th, and 392d pages, 
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which are so hyperbolical and 
bombastic, that they must prove 
equally insulting to the under- 
Standing and sickening to the 
taste, both of those who read 
and those who are the subjects 
of them; and such also is the 
cant of abuse, which is the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of Mr. 
Fellowes’ phraseology ; which, 
however, no provocation from 
the objects of his attacks could 
authorize, and which no charges 
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of-moral delinquency, howey. 
er fully substantiated, could jus. 
tify ; but which every man of 
cultivated manners, liberal edu. 
cation, and Christian principles, 
must thoroughly condemn. 

In short, these circumstances 
being considered, we are war. 
ranted in dismissing ‘this publi. 
cation with the declaration, that 
Mr. F¥ instead of furnishing us 
with religion without cant, has 
given us cant without religion. 
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aXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF 

THE GENERALASSEMBLY OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Tue Commitee to which the pasto- 
ral letter had been committed, sub- 
mitted to the Assembly the follow- 
ing resolution, which, being read, 
was adopted. 

Whereas the book of discipline 
states that children, born within the 
pale of the visible church and dedi- 
cated to God in baptism, are under 
the inspection and government of the 
church, and specifies various impor- 
tant particulars, in which that inspec- 
tion and government should be exer- 
cised, as also directs the mode, in 
which they shall be treated, if they 
do not perform the duties of church 
members; and whereas there is rea- 
son to apprehend, that many of our 
congregations neglect to catechise 
the children that have been admitted 
to the sealing ordinance of baptism, 
and do not exercise suitable disci- 
pline over them : therefore, 

Resolved, That the different Pres- 
byteries within our bounds are here- 
by directed to inquire of the different 
sessions, whether a proper pastoral 
care be exercised over baptized chil- 
dren in theircongregations, that they 
learn the principles of religion, and 
walk in newness of life before God ; 
«id that said Presbyteries do direct 
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all sessions that are delinquent in 
this respect, to attend to it carefully 
and without delay. 





The committee to which was re- 
ferred the overture in relation to the 
establishment of a theological school, 
brought in the following report, 
which, being read, was adopted, and 
is as follows. 

The committee appointed on the 
subject of a theological school, over- 
tured from the presbytery of Phila- 
delphia, report, 

That three modes of compassing 
this important object have present- 
ed themselves to their consideration. 

The first is, to establish one great 
school, in some convenient place 
near the centre of the bounds of our 
church. 

The second is, to establish twe 
such schools, in such places as may 
best accommodate the northern and 
southern divisions of the church. 

The third is, to establish such a 
school, within the bounds of each ot 
the synods. In this case, your com- 
mittee suggest the propriety of leav- 
ing it to each synod to direct the 
mode of forming the school, and 
the place where it shall be established. 

The advantages attending the first 
of the proposed modes are that 1% 
would be furnished with larger funds, 
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and, therefore, with a more exten- 
sive library, and a greater number of 
professors. . 

The system of education pursucd 
in it, would, therefore, be more ex- 
tensive and more perfect; the youths 
educated in it would also become 
more united in the same views, and 
contract an early and lasting friend- 
ship for each other; circumstances 
which could not fail of promoting 
harmony and prosperity in the church. 
The disadvantages attending this 
mode would be, principally those de- 
rived from the distance of its position 
from the extremities of the presbyte- 
rian bounds. 

The advantages attending the sec- 
ond of the proposed modes, and thie 
disadvantages will readily suggest 
theniselves, from a comparison of 
this with the other two. 

The advantages which would at- 
tend the third, to wit; the establish- 
ment of theological schools, by the 
respective synods, would be the fol- 
lowing. The local situation of the 
respective schools would be pecul- 
iarly convenient for the several parts 
of a country so extensive, as that for 
the benefit of which they were de- 
signed. The inhabitants having the 
seminaries brought near to them, 
would feel a peculiar interest in their 
prosperity, and may be rationally ex- 
pected to contribute to it much more 
liberally and generally, than to a sin- 
gle school, or even to two. The sy- 
nods also, having the immediate care 
of them, and directing either in per- 
son, or by delegation, all their con- 
cerns, would feel a similar interest, 
and would probably be better pleased 
with asystem formed by themselves, 
and therefore peculiarly suited to the 
wishes and interests of the several 
parts of the church immediately under 
their direction. Greater efforts, 
therefore, may be expected from 
ministers and people, to promote the 
prosperity of these schools, than of 
any other. The disadvantages ofthis 
mode would be, the inferiority of the 
funds, a smalier number of profess- 
ors, a smaller library, and a more 
limited system of education in each: 
The students also, would, as now, 
he strangers to each other. 

Should the last of these modes be 
adopted, your committee are of opin- 
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ion that every thing pertaining to 
the erection and conduct of each 
school, should be left to the direction 
of the respective synods. If either 
of the first, the whole should be sup- 
ject to the control of the General 
Assembly. 

Your committee also suggest, that 
in the former of these cases, the 
funds for each school should be rais- 
ed within the bounds of the synod, 
within which it was stationed. In 
the latter they should be collected 
from the whole body of the church. 

Your committee, therefore, submit 
the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the above plans be 
submitted to all the presbyteries 
within the bounds of the General 
Assembly, for their consideration, and 
that they be careful to send up to the 
next Assembly, at their sessions in 
May, 1810, their opinions on the sub- 
ject. 

The General Assembly have under 
their jurisdiction, 7 synods, 32 pres- 
byteries, and 1 association. 





FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMIT- 
TEE OF THE BRITISH AND FOR- 
EIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


(Concluded from page 91.) 


Your Committee will now advert 
to their proceedings within the Unit- 
ed Kingdom.—Since the publication 
of their last Report, another very 
considerable edition of the Welsh 
Testament has been printed at the 
expense of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

Several copies, both of the Bible 
and New Testament, in English, have 
been sent to the Isle of Man, for sale 
at the reduced prices, in conformity 
to an application for them on these 
terms, for the accommodation of the 
poor in that Island. 

Donations of the Scriptures for 
the accommodation of persons of ya- 
rious descriptions within the United 
Kingdom, including prisoners of 
war and convicts, as usual, have 
been very considerable this year. 

The Naval and Military Bible So- 
ciety has been accommodated with 
copies of the Scriptures at the cost 
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prices,to a very considerable amount, 
in the course of the year; and the 
Committee anticipate the satisfaction 
which the Members of the Society 
will receive, at having had it in their 
power to assist, in however humble 
a degree, so laudable an Institution. 
Large supplics have also been fur- 
nished on similar terms, to the Hi- 
bernian Bible Society, the Cork Bi- 
ble Society, and the Wigan Bible 
Society ; the latter of which Institu- 
tions has been established for the 
purpose of distributing the Scriptures 
at reduced prices, under the patron- 
age of the Bishop of Chester. 

The Cork Bible Society, cursorily 
mentioned above, has laid before 
your Committee a copy of its First 
Report, containing very pleasing in- 
telligence of the progress already 
made by that society, and hoiding 
out a prospect of its increasing use- 
fulness in the populous city and 
County of Cork. 

The London Female Penitentiary 
and some schools have received the 
assistance of the society. Individu- 
als have also been supplied with 
them at the cost or reduced prices 
for the purpose of charitable distri- 
bution. 

The accommodation of Prisons, Hos- 
pitals, and Workhouses, has engaged 
the particular attention of your Com- 
mittee ; and a Sub-committee has 
been expressly appointed for collect- 
ing information respecting their 
wants, in order to enable your Com- 


mittee to proportion the measure of 


supply. This arrangement has ne- 
cessarilvled to a correspondence with 
the sheriffs of the ditlerent counties, 


and the chaplains and gaolers of 


various Prisons ; and it will be 
satisfactory to the society, to learn 
that the applications of the Sub-com. 
mittee have received a gratifying at- 
tention from those to whom they 
were addressed. : 

It is with sentiments of the sin- 
cerest satisfaction your Committee 
advert to an event, of which, from 
the notoriety given to it through the 
public Papers, the Members of the 
Society can scarcely be ignorant ; 
your Committee allude to the forma- 
tion of an Auxiliarv Bible Society 
at Reading, in aid of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. The zealous 
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and effectual manner in which the 
Reading Bible Society has been con- 
stituted, the distinguished patron. 
age which it has obtained, (the Bish. 
op of Salisbury, one of your Vice 
Presidents, having accepted the 
presidency of it ;) and finally, the 
liberality and union so unanimously 
manifested in its support, entitle its 
promoters and contributors to the 
respect and gratitude of the parent 
Institution. 

Intelligence has also been very re. 
cently received of another Auxiliary 
Institution having been formed at 
Nottingham under the designation of 
“the Bible Society of Nottingham 
and its Vicinity.” 

Your Committee are so deeply im. 
pressed with the advantage which 
must result to the interests and use. 
fulness of the British and Foreiga 
Bible Society from such Establish. 
ments in aid of their Funds, that 
they earnestly recommend the pre- 
cedents furnished by ‘* the Birming- 
ham Association,’’ “ the Reading 
Auxiliary Bible Society,” and * the 
Bible Society of Nottingham and its 
Vicinity,” to the consideration of 
such towns throughout the King. 
dom, as may be disposed to promote 
the object of their Institution ; leay. 
ing it to be determined by local cir. 
cumstances, which of the prece- 
dents shall be adopied. 

With respect to the funds of the 
Society, your Committee remark, 
with great pleasure, the accession 
which has been made to them in the 
course of the year by the great in- 
crease of Annual Subscriptions, as 
well as by Legacies and Donations.— 
The several Congregations in the 
connexion ofthe late Rev. J. Wesley, 
are entitled to the acknowledgments 
of the Society, for various collections, 
amounting in the whole to 1278/. 16. 
0 1-2d. and presented, in their names, 
by the Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke.—The 
sum of 1,000/. three per cent. Consol. 
Ann. has been transferred into the 
names of the Trustees of the Britis! 
and Foreign Bible Society, being * 
Donation from Mrs. Ann Scott, re- 
lict of the late Rev. Jonathan Scott, 
of Matlock. The transfer has bee" 
acknowledged, and the _ thanks 
of the Society have been com 
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municated, by your committee to 
Mrs. Scott. 

Upwards of 700/. have been receiv- 
ed from the Presbytery of Glasgow, 
through the hands of William Muir, 
Esq. being the fruits of a Collection 

made through that Presbytery. 

The Reading Auxiliary Bible Soci- 
ety (of which notice has been taken 
above) has already raised a consider- 
able sum; the particulars of which, 
when received, will be duly reported. 

A Society instituted at Greenock, 
under the denomination of “the 
** Greenock and Port Glasgow Soci- 
‘ety, forthe professed object of cir- 
“culating the Holy Scriptures in pla- 
*“ces where they are most wanted, 
‘¢ and for assisting other Societies w ho 
“*have the same views,” has present- 
ed to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society a Donation of fifty guineas. 

A fourth Donation of 90/. has been 
received from the Association estab- 
lished in London for aiding the funds 
of our Institution. The progres- 
sive increase of the Annual Donations 
from this Association proves the 
steady and active zeal of its Mem- 
bers. A second Contribution, amount- 
ing to upwards of 18/. has also been 
made bythe Teachers and Children 
of the Holborn Sunday School, who 
have agreed to appropriate a small 
Weekly Donation in aid of the Funds 
ofthe Society. And, lastly, your 
Committee have the pleasure to notice 
that various Legacies have been be- 
queathed to the Society in the course 
of the year. 

Your Committee have also the sat- 
isfaction to report the prospect of 
further additions to the funds of this 
Society, by the active zeal of its 
friends in Scotland. The Rev. the 
Presbytery of Glasgow, having had 
laid before them a statement of facts 
relative to the proceedings of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, after 
solemn deliberation, becoming the 
magnitude of the subject, unanimous- 
ly appointed an annual Collection to 
be made at all the Churches and 
Chapels within their bounds, on or 
before the last Sabbath of July each 
year, till otherwise ordered. The 
Collection for this year has already 
been made, and the amount of it no- 
ticed above. The Rev. Presbytery at 

Paisley have also unanimously ap- 


pointed a Collection to be made for 
the same object, within the bounds 
of their extensive Presbytery. Your 
Committee, while they mention, 
with the sincerest gratification, the 
liberality which has largely added to 
the funds of the Society, and the flat- 
tering prospect of future augmenta- 
tion, are at the same time anxious to 
guard against an impression, that 
the resources of the Society are more 
than adequate to its enlarged opera- 
tions and increasing exigencies. 

They deem it their duty, therefore, 
cursorily to state, that a large pro- 
portion of the expense which must 
be incurred in preparing the various 
editions of the Scriptures,enumerated 
inthe former part of this Report, 

cannot be re-imbursed; that the 
completion of the engagements of 
your Committee with India, from 
which no pecuniary return can be ex- 
pected, will absorb a large sum for 
the three ensuing years; that the 
annual loss on books supplied by the 
Society at reduced prices, which has 
been unavoidably increased in conse- 
quence of the enhanced value of pa- 
per, cannot be estimated at less than 
1000/.; and, lastly, that the demands 
upon the benevolence of the Society, 
for donations in money and books, 
both at home and abroad, are annually 
very considerable. 

Your Committee take the present 
opportunity of observing, that, not- 
withstanding their invariable atten- 
tion to give every degree of notoriety 
to the Institution of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, they have 
still reason to believe, that it is far 
from being so generally Known, as 
itought to be; and they therefore 
earnestly request the assistance of 
every Member of the Society, to sec- 
ond their endeavors for making the 
establishment Known in every part of 
the United Kingdom, as the most 
effectual means of procuring addi- 
tionl support to it. 

Your Committee have availed them- 
selves of the privilege with which 
they are invested, of electing Hono- 
rary Members and Governors for 
Life, in the instances of Professor 
Bently of Aberdeen, the Rev. T. 
Charles, B. A. Vicarof Bela, the 
Rev. Adam Clarke, LL. D. Will- 
inm Muir, Esq. Christopher Sundius, 
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Esq, and the Rev. Dr. Hertzog, of 
Basle. The first of these has been 
appointed_an Honorary Member ; and 
the four last Honorary Governors for 
Life: and all have mcrited the distinc- 
tion conferred uponthem,byrendering 
in their several departments essen- 
tiai services to the Society. 

Your Committee will now close 
the Report of their domestic occur- 
rences, by mentioning that the lib- 
erality of individuals has made avery 
valuable addition to the Library of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
The donations of books have been 
thankfully acknowledged by your 
Committee, and will, as usual, be spe- 
cifically noticed in the Appendix to 
this Report. 

From the facts which have been 
stated, your Commitiee feel them- 
selves authorized to entertain a pleas- 
ing confidence, that the liberal sup- 
port, which has enabled the British 
and Foreign Bible Society to make 
such extensive exertions, will stilibe 
continued. 

Every Annual Report of your Com- 
mittee has hitherto amply verified 
the prospective intimations held out 
at the General Meetings, of the in- 
creasing utility of the Institution. 
Its example still continues to stimu- 
late zeal, and to excite emulation ; 
and when the editions of the Scrip- 
tures, now in the press, shall be 
completed, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society will be entitled to the 
merit of having, directly or mediate- 
ly, produced, or assisted in produc- 
ing editions of the Bible, either in 
whole or in part, in not less than sev- 
enteen of the languages and dialects 
current in Europe. If to these be 
added the Mohawk version of the 
Gospel by St. John, the Kalmuc of 
the Gospel by St Matthew, and the 
Oriental Translations carrying on in 
Bengal, to promote which the Socie- 
ty has so largely contributed, the 
number will be twenty-six. 

The field for exertion is still am- 
ple; and your Committee are per- 
suaded, that the Society will not con- 
sider it exhausted, while the inhabi- 
tants of any part of the Globe, who 
are able toread ®the things belong- 
ing to their peace” are in want of its 
assistance. 

The Gospel of Salvation was a free, 
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unmerited boon to mankind ; let us 
therefore rejoice, that, under Provi- 
dence, we are become the honored 
instruments of its dispersion. It 
must be most gratifyingto the Men- 
bers of the Society, to receive appli- 
cations for its aid and support, dic- 
tated by a spirit of Christian confi. 
dence and unity, from their fellow. 
laborers in the same cause, dispers- 
ed through various parts of the world: 
but it is still more gratifying, to pos- 
sess the disposition to comply with 
them, and the means of indulging 
that disposition to the most liberal 
extent. Let us therefore hope, that 
neither will ever be w: inting.. Five 
vears only have elapsed, since the 
British and Foreign Bible Society was 
established; and, during that period, 
the calamities of war, from which 
Providence has mercifully protected 
our Country, have been more or lIcss 
felt in every kingdom of the Conti- 
nent. But these calamities, even 
when they have operated with the 
greatest pressure, have not been able 
to extinguish that zeal, which your 
Society had either kindled, or pro- 
moted, for the circulation of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures : insomuch thatthe in- 
stitution of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society has become a central 
point of union for Individuals and So- 
cieties animated with the same spirit, 
however variously circumstanced, or 
widely dispersed. Like a city set 
on a hill, it has become c onspicuous ; 
and the rays of light which have flow- 
ed from it, have been reflected with 
undiminished lustre. What success 
may attend the operations of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, forim- 
proving the re jigious and moral state 
of mankind, cannot be ascertained 
But surely it may be permitted to hope 
that the blessing of God will not ve 
wanting to an Institution, which has 
for its single object, to promote His 
glory by the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures; nor its endeavors in 
this line of duty be unattended witli 
correspondent success. At present 
the Members of the Society may be 


allowed to enjoy the gratification of 


knowing, that it has been the instru- 


ment of communic: iting the w ords of 


Eternal Life to cottages and prisons, 
to kindred and aliens, to the poor 
and the afflicted, in our own and For- 
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eign Countries ; and that, through 
its means, the people which sat in 
darkness have seena great light, and 
to them which sat in the shadow of 
death, light is sprung up. 

Many tracts are yet unexplored ; 
and it may be necessary to retrace 
some which have been already pur- 
sued : but whatever the variety or 
extent of them may be, your Com- 
mittee have the fullest reliance, that 
the zeal of the friends of religion 
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will supply means adequate to in- 
creasing exigencies. Nor can any: 
inducement be wanting to those who 
remember the words of the Prophet, 
peculiarly styled Evangelical :— 
‘‘ How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace, 
that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation, that 
saith unto Zion,—Thy God reigneth!”’ 
Isaiah hi. 7. 


—+e— 


THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSA- 
. 
CHUSETTS 

The GeneErRAL AssociaTion of Ministers in this State, desirous to sat- 
isfy the frequent inquiries and reasonable claims of the christian public, 
deem it their duty in this communication, to make a brief, but fair and un- 
reserved statement of the principles of their union ; of the important ends, 
which it is their aim to accomplish ; of their leading transactions at their 
meeting the present year ; and of the animating considerations, which ex- 
cite them to perseverance. Necessary information has in a considerable de- 
gree been given in our former reports, and in other communications on the 
subject. But nothing, it is conceived, has yet been done to supersede the 
necessity or probable utility of a more particular statement. 

This association proceeds on the maxim, which is supported by the uni- 
form experience of all civilized nations, that mankind cre formed for society, 
and that the social bond contributes immeasurably to the comfort of individuals 
and the welfare of the world. The social principle, which in all places and 
among men of all descriptions is so beneficial, operates with the greatest 
freedom, and yields its most precious fruits in the kingdom of Christ. He 
is the Prince of peace. Love is the essence of his religion, the fulfilling of 
his law. In the very nature of the christian religion, a foundation is laid for 
that, which the efforts of worldly wisdom have never produced, a perfect and 
happy society. The followers of Christ, acting under the influence of his _re- 
ligion, are allone. The General Association, with increasing concern and 
sorrow, have witnessed the divisions and alienations among the servants of 
one common Lord, the disciples of one common Teacher. They have sym- 
pathized with the church in her afflictions, and mourned over her bleeding 
wounds. It has been their prayer, that the healing, uniting spirit of the 
gospel may prevail; that all, who love the Lord Jesus Christ, may love one 
another ; and that his kingdom may now appear to be, what in reality it is, 
a kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. P 
_ On this pleasing occasion we are constrained to express the joy we feel, 
in view of the increasing harmony among the ministers and disciples of Christ, 
both in Europe and America. It is to be considered, as a token for good ; 
as a sign from heaven, that blessings are intended for the church. In pro- 
portion to the prevalence of christian love and unity, the friends of truth are 
prepared for suitable exertions, and encouraged with a prospect of success 
We rejoice, therefore, in every event, which tends to banish strife and di- 
vision trom the christian world, and willreadily and earnestly promote every 
measure, which is calculated to turn the zeal and energy of Christ’s faith- 
jul ministers from every minor and unessential distinction, and to engage 
them in defending and propagating those evangelical principles, which have 
always been the basis of the church. 

In the organization of this body, we are supported by that principle of 
‘hristian lgberty, which all Protestants have so highly valued and surrounded 
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with so many safeguards. We number it among our best blessings, that 
this nation is free from civiland ecclesiastical tyranny ; that we may worship 
God according to our own consciences; that we have aright to associate our. 
selves together for the purpose of mutual advantage, and the general interest 
of religion; and that we may adopt any rules, and pursue any measures, which 
will not infringe the rights of others. In the exercise of this christian liberty, 
the General Association ‘‘admit as articles of faith, the doctrines of christian. 
ity as they are generally expressed in the Assembly’s Shorter Catechism ;” 
and consider these doctrines, which have been generally embraced by the 
churches of New England, * as the basis of our union.” 

Here we deem it proper to repeat a declaration made in our report for the 
year 1807; ‘* that we wholly disclaim ecclesiastical power or authority over 
the churches, or the opinions of individuals.” 

The essential objects of the General Association are thus stated in our 
constitution ; viz. **To promote brotherly imtercourse and harmony, and 
our mutual animation, assistance, «nd usefulness, as ministers of Christ ; to 
obtain religious information relative to the state of our particular churches, 
and the general state of the christian church in this country and through the 
christian world; and to co-operate with other similar institutions in the 
most eligible measures for building up the cause of truth and holiness.” 
What can be more unexceptionable ; what more consentaneous to the spirit 
of the gospel, and the practice of primitive christians, than for ministers to 
meet annually for such purposes? The cares and labours of the apostles 
were not restricted to place or country. Their benevolent affection had no 
limits. The prosperity of the church inevery part ofthe world lay near 
their hearts. This object they never forgot. In every thing, which related 
to this object, they felt a lively interest. With hearts expanded by chris- 
tian affection, they sent to far distant churches to know their faith. They 
travelled from place to place, that they might learn the state of believers, 
and be under advantages to promote their good. Influenced by ardent love, 
the primitive saints often met together in order to enjoy free conversation,to 
increase their mutual acquaintance, to unite in their devotions, and to min- 
gle their sorrows and joys. If these examples are worthy of our imitation, 
and these objects, of our pursuit ; we must rejoice in that course of divine 
providence, which has united us inthis General Association. From expe- 
rience we are now led to conclude,that our objects are attainable. The pleas- 
ures and advantages of our meetings have hitherto equalled, if not exceeded 
our anticipations. We observe inothers, and enjoy in ourselves the happy 
effects already produced. These effects, it is earnestly expected, will con- 
stantly increase, as the Association shall be enlarged; as its objects shall be 
more generally understood by the public ; and as our zeal, constancy, and 
union shall be more conspicuous. 

The following account of the transactions of the General Association, at 
their last meeting, is from the minutes of the Scribe. 

‘* The General Association of Massachusetts Proper met, according to 
appointment, at the house of the Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D, Newburyport, 
June 27. 1809. 

The Rey. Joseph Lyman, D.D. chosen Moderator, and the Rev. Leon- 
ard Woods, Scribe. 

Present, the following delegates from the several Associations in the con- 
nexion; viz. 

The Rev. Jacob Catlin From the association in the County of 

The Rey. Samuel Shepard ¢ Berkshire. 


The Rev. Aaron Bascom ¢ Mountain Association. 


The Rev. Theophilus Packard 2 Northern Association in Hampshire. 


The Rev. Joseph Lyman D.D.2 Central Association in the county of 
* The Rey. Elijah Gridley 5 Hampshire. 
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The Rev. Zephaniah S. ee re oe ee 
The Rev. Thomas Snell 


The Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D. ‘ Worcester South Association. 
The Rev. Joseph Murdock, 


The Rev, Stephen Peabody, Haverhill Association. 

The Rev. Jonathan ann. 

The Rey. David Tullar, : ee? 

The Rev, Leonard Woods Essex Middle Association. 23 

Also the Rev. Enoch Hale, as Secretary of the General Association, and 
the Rev. Dr. Spring, as minister of the Parish. ek 

The following ministers, delegated to make inquiry into the principles and 
objects of the General Association, were invited to sit as honorary mem. 
bers ; viz. 

The Rev. Dr. Barnard, 

The Rev. Samuel Worcester, 

The Rev. Dr. Kendall, 

The Rev. John Foster, 

The Rev. Mr. Williams, 

The Rev. Samuel Worcester, Salem Ministerial Conference. 

The Rev. Samuel Dana, 

Voted, that the Rev. Edward D. Griffin, D. D. be invited to sit with the 
Association, as an honorary member. 

The Moderator introduced the business of the meeting with prayer. 

TheRev.Doctors Lyman and Austin,appointed at the last meeting ofthis As- 
ciation, as delegates to the General Association of Connecticut for the purpose 
of proposing a connexion, reported that they had performed the service assign- 
ed them ; and produced the following copy of the votes of said Association 
of Connecticut on the subject ofthe proposed union ; viz. 

** Whereas the General Association of Massachusetts Proper has by its 
delegates,the Rev.Doctors Joseph Lyman and Samuel Austin, proposed a regr- 
ular and permanent connexion with the General Association of Connecticut; 
and whereas union and afiectionate co-operation among the ministers of 
Christ are instrumentally conducive to the prosperity of his gracious king- 
dom in the salvation of souls ; 

Voted, that the connexion aforesaid does meet the cordial approbation of 
this General Association. 

Voted also, in order to render the said connexion complete, and effectual 
for the accomplishment of the purposes here contemplated, the following 
rules, be adopted for its regulation, and that the said rules, if acceded to by 
that Association,or as amended by that body with the concurrence of the first 
Delegates, who shall meet that body from this Association, shall regulate 
the connexion between us and them. 

1. The General Associationof Connecticut and the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper shall annually appoint each two Delegates to the 
other. 

2. The Delegates shall be admitted, in each body, to the same rights 
of sitting, debating, and voting with their own members respectively. 

3. It shall be understood, that the articles of agreement and connexion 
between the two bodies may be at any time varied by their mutual consent. 
A true copy of minutes: 

Test. ELIJAH WATERMAN, 
Assistant Scribe of the Association.” 


Salem Association. 


Q cambridge Association. 





After mature deliberation, 


Voted unanimously,to accede tothe rules above proposed for regulating the 


connexion between this General Association and the General Association 
of Connecticut. 


Accordingly the connexion was completed; and the Rev. Nathan Perkins, 


D.D. and the Rev. Henry A. Rowland were received, as Representatives of 
the General Association of Connecticut. 


Oe 


* Fer ere fe. 5 
- iS 4 


me 
= ee ~ 
— ns 





















































144 General Association of Massachusetts. [ Aug. 


The Rev. William F. Rowland and the Rev. Asa M’Farland, Delegates 
from the General Association in New Hampshire, proposed a connexion 
with the General Association of Massachusetts Proper. 

Voted, that the Rev. Mr. Allen, the Rev. Mr. Worcester, and the Rey, 
Dr. Perkins be a committee to confer with said Delegates, andreport such 
principles of union, as they shall approve. . 

Voted, that a Committee be raised to prepare and report proper rules for 
the regulation of the annual meetings of the General Association. 

The Rev. Doctors Spring and Austin, and the Rey. Mr. Catlin chosen, 
as a Committee. ) 

Particular written details received from Berkshire Association, Worcester 
South Association, Mountain Association, Central Association in the Coun. 
ty of Hampshire. 

At ll o’clock the Association attended public worship. Sermon deliv- 
ered by Rev. Samuel Austin, D.D. 

Afternoon. The Committee, appointed to confer with the Delegates 
from New Hampshire Association, reported as follows ; viz. 

** Whereas the Rev. Asa M’Farland and William F. Rowland, Delegates 
from the General Association of the State of New Hampshire, have been 
empowered to propose and establish on their part such a union with the 
General Association of Massachusetts, as may be judged most expedient, 
and for the advancement of evangelical truth; and whereas, from documents 
exhibited, it appears that the principles, on which that body is constituted, 
are substantially the same with those of this body; this body contemplating 
with delight the good which may result to the interests of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom from an extended union of his ministers on evangelical principles ; 

Voted, that the proposed connexion meets the cordial approbation of this 
General Association. 

Voted also, that the following rules be adopted for its establishment and 
regulation ; the same which have been adopted to regulate the connexion be- 
tween this body and the General Association of Connecticut.* 

Voted unanimously, to form a union with the General Association of New 
Hampshire upon the principles above mentioned. 

Accordingly the union was completed ; and the Rev. William F. Rowland 
and Asa M’Farland were received, as delegates from the General Associa- 
tion of New Hampshire. 

Adjourned to Thursday, 8 o’clock A.M. 

Thursday, June 28. 8 o’clock, A.M. The meeting was opened with prayer 
by the Moderator. 

The delegates from the Association in Berkshire presented a request that 
the article in the original votes of the General Association respecting the 
basis of our union might be altered. Whereupon, 

Voted, that it be proposed to the several Associations connected in this 
General Association, that the sentence in the articles originally adopted by 
this body, which now stands as follows; viz. ‘*That the above doctrines be 
considered as the basis of the communion of our churches ;” be so altered as 
to read as follows ; viz. That the above doctrines, understood by us to be distinct- 
ively those, which from the beginning have teen generally embraced by the churche: 
of New England as the doctrines of the gospel, be considered as the basis of ou 
w270N. 

Voted, to choose a Committee’to take minutes of the narratives of the 
delegates respecting the state of religion within the limits of the General 
Association and its connexions, and to prepare a report. 

Narratives from all the associations represented in this body were then 
given. 

Chose by ballot, the Rev. Leonard Woods and the Rev. Dr. Spring, as dele- 
gates to the General Association of Connecticut the next year; and the Rev. 


‘Thomas Snell, and Rev. Jonathan Allen as delegates to the General As- 


sociation of New Hampshire at their next meeting. 


* See those rules above p. 143. 
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Voted, that the next meeting of this General Association be at the house 
of the Rev. Jonathan Allen in Bradford, the last Wednesday in June, 1810. 

Voted that the Berkshire Association be requested to appoint the preachet-. 
for the next meeting. 

The Committee, appointed to prepare rules to regulate the annual meet 
ings of this Association, reported the following ; viz. 

1. That the minister of the place where the Association may convene, 
shall, when the time of meeting has arrived, call the Association to the choice 
of a Moderator by ballot. 

2. That it shall be the duty of the Moderator, next, to call the Associa- 
tion tothe choice of a Scribe, and if necessary, an assistant Scribe, by ballot. 

3. That the certificates of the delegates be then laid upon the table, and 
read by the Secretary or Scribe. 

4. That it shall be the duty of the Moderatorto open the meeting of the 
General Association, and to introduce the session ofeach day by prayer. 

5. That, at each meeting of the Association, a committee of arrangements, 
eonsisting of three, be appointed by nomination, to prepare the business of 
the session; and that no business be introduced during the session, but 
through the hands and by the approbation of this committee. 

6. Every motion, if requested by the Moderator, shall be reduced to wri- 
tung. 

? That no member of the Association be allowed to speak more than twice 
to the merits of the question, unless he obtain leave ofthe Association. 

8. That the Moderator be not permitted to speak to the merits of the 
question, but by leaving the chair, and placing the Secretary or Seribe in it, 
to moderate while he speaks. 

9. That every speaker shall address himselfto the chair, and be subject to 
no needless interruption while speaking. 

10. That at the beginning of each session the names of the members shall 
be called by the Secretary or Scribe, at the precise time, to which the Asso- 
ciation shall have been adjourned ; and that such members, as shall not be 
present in season, may be called upon by the Moderator to account for their 
tardiness. 

11. That, when it shall be judged convenient, the sessions of the Associa- 
tion may be held in public. 

12. That, at each meeting, delegates be chosen by ballot, to attend the 
General Associations of Connecticut and New Hampshire. 

_ 13. That ne member shall leave the Association during the session but by 
leave of the Moderator. 

Voted unanimously, to adopt the above mentioned rules. 

Votedto adjourn to Friday morning 5 o’clock. 

June 29,1809. Friday,5o’clock A.M. Prayer at the opening bythe Moderator. 

The Committee for taking minutes of the narratives made the following 
yeport ; viz. 

**With peculiar emotions of gratitude to the great Head of the church, the 
General Association of Massachusetts have listened to the information, whicly 
has been given by the members, of the state of religion more particularly 
within their limits. The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice. The church 
lives, and will live and flourish. The gates of hell shall never prevail against 


: 


it. Although in some places the ways of Zion mourn, because so few come. 


to her solemn feasts; the Association are happy in being able to state, that 
the order, harmony, and peace of the churches within their limits are gen- 
erally continued, and that an increasing attention to public worship and other 
means of religion is apparent. In some towns in the course of the past year, 
God has been pleased to pour out his Spirit for the conviction and conver- 
sion of sinners, and the edification and comfort of his children. The places, 
in which divine power and grace have been more particularly manifested in 
revivals of religion, are Tyringham, West Stockbridge, New Marlborough, 
Great Barrington, Stockbridge, and Hindsdale in the county of Berkshire. 
Th Worthington, Cummington, Platntield, Geshen, Chester, Blanford, and 
_ 
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some other places in the county of Hampshire, many additions have been 
made to the churches since the last meeting of the General Association. 

Accounts from other Associations, in the limits of which no special awaken. 
ing has occurred the last year, are in a good measure favorable. From other 
parts of the Commonwealth, not represented in this body, very pleasing in. 
formation has been received of revivals of religion. Im Uxbridge, Franklin, 
Hanover, Falmouth, and Nantucket, the Lord hath appeared in his glory in 
building up Zion. 

Such information cannot fail to awaken the liveliest gratitude to God, to 
impress a deep sense of our inereasing obligation, and to rejoice the hearts of 
all, who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 

Confiding in the faithful promise of God, they will be excited to pray for 
the peace, enlargement, and purity of the church. When Zion travaileth, 
she bringeth forth children. 

This Association learn also with peculiar satisfaction, that in those places 
within their limits, in which there have been special displays of divine grace 
in preceding years, but few instances of apostasy or backsliding have occur- 
red; and that an increasing union of sentiment and affection among the friends 
of Zion is apparent. 

They also feel it to be their duty to acknowledge the great goodness of 
God in the flourishing state of the Theological Seminary, and in the increas. 
ing utility and success of the Missionary Societies. Nor must they omit to 
mention the prosperous religious state of some of the Colleges in New Eng- 
land, particularly Yale College, and the animatiug hopes, which are thereby 
excited in the churches. | 

From the delegates of the General Associations in Connecticut and New 
Hampshire it appears, that in some places there have been astonishing dis- 
plays of divine grace in the conversion of sinners ;_ that particularly in Con- 
necticut, and within the limits of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
churches, Zion has arisen from the dust, and the fruits of the Spirit have 
abounded to the praise and glory of God ; that in general infidelity and error 
are becoming less bold and formidable, and the attention of the people te 
public worship more constant and serious. 

While, then, we lament the general insensibility to the things of religion, 
which has appeared in some places ; let us adore the God of all grace for the 
favourable signs of the present day, especially for the power and sovereignty 
of his grace in calling such multitudes into the kingdom of his Son.” 

Voted, that the report of the Committee respecting the state of religion 
be committed to the disposal of the Committee of publications. 

Voted the thanks of this Association to the Secretary for his faithful servi- 
ces during the three years past. 

The Association united in singing a psalm; and the meeting was closed 
with prayer by the Rev. Aaron Bascom.” 

From the foregoing statement it will manifestly appear, what are the 
principles and objects of the General Association, and in what transactions 
they were engaged at their last meeting. Can any man suppose, that their 
design will be abandoned ? Can it enter into the imagination of a single in- 
dividual, that an Association commencing with such pious views, proceeding 
thus far with such happy union and such encouraging success, and attend- 
ed at the present time with such propitious circumstances, will be sudden- 
ly forsaken? Its principles abjured ? Its objects renounced? Past success 
and present prospects overlooked? And all the good, attained and expected, 
rashly lost ? In such a cause, and with such animating motives to persever- 
ance, surely no association or individual can be in danger of putting his hand 
ta the plough and looking back. 

Before we can be reasonably expected to relinquish our purpose we must 
be satisfied, that the principles of our union are unsound and dangerous. By 
conclusive arguments it must be proved, that the social bond, as soon as It 
unites together a considerable number of gospel ministers, loses all its force, 

or at least ceases to be of any advantage ; that the character of Christians, or 
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the nature of their religion is so unsocial, that union among them becomes 
mischievous, in proportion as it becomes extensive ; that although a tew of 
them in the same neighborhood may, without hazard, associate themselves 
together, and frequently meet to consult the interests of the church; an at- 
tempt to go beyond the limits of neighborhood, and associate a larger num- 
ber, is hostile to the cause of Zion. Some satisfactory argument must be 
offered to make it appear, that we are chargeable with a direct or indirect 
interferense with some other body of men; that we have transgressed the 
bounds of the liberty, with which Christ hath made us free, and which is 
confirmed to us by our civil constitutions; or that we have, in some way, 
violated the equal rights of our brethren or fellow citizens. And something 
must be done to evince, that the religious doctrines, which we unitedly 
embrace, are unscriptural and false. Until these things are made evident, 
it will be no mark of candor or justice for men to cry out against our Asso- 
giation, as founded on narrow, party principles, and tending to ecclesiastical 
domination and oppression. All that we would ask of those who differ from 
us is, that they would leave us without restraint to exercise our own rights 
and pursue the objects, which our consciences approve. In our serious 
apprehension, no ends can be more momentous than those,at which we aim; 
viz.to banish mutual prejudice and alienation from the family of the faithful; 
to promote among them the peace of God ; to strengtheneach other’s hands 
and encourage each other’s hearts; reciprocally to communicate all usefut 
information respecting the state of religion in our churches and societies, 
and thus to awaken serious and tender solicitude and unceasing prayer for 
the general welfare. In short, to co-operate in every cligible measure for 
the advancement of the kingdom of Christ. The cause, which we wish to 
promote has engaged the love and counsels of God, and the labors of angels 
and saints. It is the cause of those, fer whom Christ died. It is the cause 
of the church, which God has chesen, as the place of his glory, and his rest. 
Will notevery friend of the Redeemer say, ‘‘If 1 forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning. IfI donot remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my 
@hief joy.” 

Exertions similar to ours have recently been made both in Europe an@ 
America. The ministers and discipies of Christ, grieved and distressed 
with their long divisions, have sighed for union and peace. Alarmed by the 
boldness and triumph of their enemies, they have found it necessary to lay 
aside their trivial disputes, and combine their strength for the safety of their 
common cause. Extensive and happy has been the influence of these united 
exertions both in Christian countries and among the heathen. The success, 
which has attended them, invites us to harmony, and strongly urges us to 
resolution and zeal. When others have done so much for the cause of truth 
and love ; shall we, with equal or superior advantages, do nothing? Shall 
the ministers of Christ in Massachusetts sleep, when his ministers in every 
other part are awake ? Shall we be content in a disjointed, broken condition, 
when the Christian world in general is yielding to the benign influence of 
the love of Christ, and tasting the joys of mutual affection and conhdence ? 
When so much is to be done ; when such astonishing things are to be 
accomplished, before the millenial glory ; shall we indulge in indolence? 
Sinners are to be converted, and all the great events of divine providence 
are to take place, through the instrumentality of creatures. It is indeed the 
power of God which carries into effect his benevolent designs. But he 
confers on his people the honor and happiness of being active in their accom- 
plishment. Parents who are diligent in the religious instruction of their 
children; churches laboring for their own and each other’s order, holiness, 
and peace ; pastors, who faithfully preach the unsearchable riches of Christ te 
their beloved flocks; missionaries, who are moved with compassion to pro- 
claim salvation to the ignorant and perishing heathen; ministers, who unite 
their counsels and endeavors for the suppression of error and vice, the gen- 
etal mterest of religion and the spread of the gospel; and trembling belies 

















































148 Revival of Religion in Northbridge. [ fug. 


ers, who, feeling that they can do little in any other way, daily prostrate 
themselves in secret devotion before the throne of grace, and w.th fervent 
love, pray for the out-pouring of the Spirit and the prosperity of Zion; these, 
and all others, who are obedient and prayerful, may have the satisfaction to 
know, that they are promoting the cause of infinite wisdem and goodness, 
and helping forward the illustrious and blessed period, when the knowledge 
of God shall fill the earth. 

This is a day of great events, both in the civil and religious wérld. The 
King of kings is fast preparing the way for tlic final consummation. The 
scene iscoming to its close. From the prophecies of scripture and the mo- 
tions of divine providence, we are led to expect that the day of Zion’s en- 
largement, beauty, and joy draws near. Ministers and churches ought te 
arise from the dust ; to shake off the sloth and slumber of past ages; to be 
filled with spiritual life, and clothed with the garment of salvation. Let us 
be resolute, active, and constant in advancing the kingdom of grace; and 
lift up our heads with rejoicing in prospect of the kingdom of glory. ‘ Be- 
hold, I come quickly.” Confiding in everlasting strength, and fearless of 
remaining danger, let us go forth, in one holy band, to meet our approach. 
ing Redeemer. ‘* Even so, come, Lorn Jesus.” 


AN ACCOUNT OF A WORK OF DI- 
VINE GRACE, IN THE REVIVAL 
OF RELIGION, IN NORTHBRIDGE, 
(mass.) IN TMWE YEAR 1808. 
SoMETIME in the month of Feb- 

muary, 1808, there appeared, in this 

place, more than usual seriousness 
upon the minds of a few individuals, 

Previous to this period, for years, 

there had prevailed among us, great 

stupidity, in the concerns of a future 
state. Our church had been decreas- 
ing for seven or eight years, during 
which time we had lost by death, by 
removals, by apostasy and by excom- 
munication, about thirty members. 

Religion was rapidly declining, and 

our prospects were, every day, grow- 

ing more and more discouraging. In 
this unpromising state of things, it 
pleased God to arrest the attention of 

a small number of persons, and bring 

them to sce and feel themselves to 

be in a lost perishing state. Relig- 
ious conferences were now revived. 

Before this season began, it would 

have been difficult, to have collected 

together for religious exercise, ten 
persons on any day, except the sab. 
bath ; but now, we had the pleasure 
to see convened, more than one hun- 
dred, at almost every weekly confer- 
ence. In this collection many of our 
youths appeared, and some of them 
seemed to be deeply affected with the 
concerns of their souls. This good 
work gradually progressed, and trom 
time to time new exses of serigws 


impressions were found. It contin- 
ued without much visible abatement, 
till the following September, when 
we began to discern marks of its 
decline. Dtring this season twenty- 
five persons made public profession of 
religion. These were generally able 
to give some satisfactory evidence of 
a work of grace on their hearts. They 
all seemed to be convinced of their 
great sinfulness, and complained of 
their wicked hearts. They profess- 
ed to hope, that they had passed from 
death to life. There was no uncom- 
mon means used, at this time, nor 
was there any singular providence of 
God, which called up the attention 
of our people,at this particular season. 

All those who were the subjects of 
this work had usually attended the 
Stated worship of God, on the sab- 
bath. Some of them, however, were 
not careful to give constant atten- 
dance in the house of God. Among 
the number who were hopefully con- 
verted, were some, who had been in 
the practice of profaning the sabbath 
in the pursuit of vain amusements 
and unsuitable recreations ; and 
there were others, who had been 
much opposed to the doctrines of di- 
vine grace, and had used their influ- 
ence in giving encouragement to sen- 
timents hostile to christianity. These 
were brought to feel, that they had 
been enemies to Christ, and had ac- 
ted from wrong motives, in this op- 
pasition te the mierest of his king- 
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dom. They found themselves to be 
different creatures, and religion a 
different thing, from what they had 
conceived them to be. They were 
laid prostrate at the feet of sovereign 
mercy, and made to feel, that the 
mercy of Godin Christ, was all their 
hope. This season was calculated 
to console and rejoice the heart of 
God’s true people. These were 
times of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord. None but those who 
have seen the grace of God, can have 
an idea of the joy arising from see- 


ing sinners pass from obduracy of 


heart to that contrition of spirit, 
which distinguishes all true peni- 
tents. 

This work, as faras we are able to 
judge, appeared to be genuine. Those 
who were the subjects of it, continue 
to give evidence of their faith, It 
was a pleasing circumstance attend- 
ing this work, that no indecency, no 
irregularity, no enthusiastic zeal was 
once scen on any occasion, Those 
who were serious appeared to be 
self collected, and more ready to 
hear, thanto speak, more ready to 
receive instruction, than to exhort 
others. 

It may be proper to add, that con- 
sidering the small number of people 
belonging to the congrega‘lonal soci- 
ety, im this place, this revival of re- 
ligion is not inconsiderable. Not 
more than fifty familics compose the 
number usually assembling for divine 
worship, in this town. 

Several others, besides them, who 
have made public profession of relig- 
ion have been more or less exercised 
in mind, with a concern for their 
souls. The number of this descrip- 
tion is not less, than ten or twelve. 
Some of these persons have been as 
deeply affected with a view of their 
miserable state, asany ; but it is to 
be feared, their goodness, is as the 
morning cloud, and as the early dew, 
it goeth away. It may be useful to 
observe, that this work did not ar- 
rest, as we could perceive, the pro- 
gress of the habitually intemperate. 
Tavern haunters and the lovers of 
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pleasure more than lovers of God 
continued. to pay their customary 
visits to public houses, even while 
religious conferences were attended 
within a few rods of the place of 
their resort; and whatever concern 
they might have for their own souls, 
or whatever might be their opinion 
of the work of God on the heart of 
their neighbors, they were not will- 
ing to renounce the pleasures of sin, 
even fora season. This being the 
state of facts, as it respects this de- 
scription of men, it is wortliy of in- 
quiry, whether persons of intemper- 
ate habits are not further removed, 
than others from the influence of ree 
ligious means, and whether there 
is not a greater improbability of their 
repentance, than there is of the re- 
pentance of other sinners. If this is 
granted sensuality in general, and 
especially intemperance are sins 
which not only destroy the soul, but 
increase the improbability of the sin- 
ner’s salvation. 

If this work of God on the hearts 
of sinners has been joyful to some 
among us, it has unquestionably been 
unjoyous to others. Such times are 
unpleasant days to people who hate 
God, and mean to remain sinners. 

Much has been said upon divine 
things while there was a listening ear 
amongus. Almost every interes‘ing 
and useful subject, at one time, or 
another, has been considered. As 
far as lam capable of judging, few 
places have enjoyed greater religious 
advantages, than this place has, for 
a time, enjoyed Our people have 
been repeatedly pressed to consider 
the necessity and the importance of 
improving the day of God’s visitaon. 
If any have refused to hear the voice 
of God speaking to them by his word 
and by his work of grace,—If any 
have resisted the Holy Ghost, they 
have undoubtedly enhanced their 
guilt, and will if they continue im. 
penitent, be subject to a heavier 
condemnation. 

JOHN CRANE. 
dugust 19th, 1809.. 
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LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





ORIGINAL. 

EvtoGrum on the Rev. John 
Smith, D.D. Professor of the Learn- 
ed Languages, at Dartmouth College. 
By the President. Hanover, C.& W. 
S. Spear. 1809. 

Reports of Cases argued and deter- 
mined in the Supreme Court of Judi- 
eature, and in the Court for the Trial 
of Impeachments, and the Correc- 
tion of Errors in the State of New 
York, Vol. 4, Part 2; containing the 
Cases in the Supreme Court for Mav 
Term, 1809. By William Johnson, 
Esq. Counsellor at law. New York, 
Robert M’Dumat. 1809. 

Remarks on ** An Address from 
the Berean Society of Universalists 
in Boston to the Congregation of the 
First Church in Weymouth, in An- 
swer to a Sermon delivered in said 
Church, December 18, 1808, enti- 
tled “ The Will of God respecting 
the Salvation of all Men, illustrated.” 
Also a few Strictures on a Perform- 
ance of Samuel Thompson, entitled 
**Universal Restoration Vindicated” 
ina Reply to the same Sermon. By 
Jacob Norton, Pastor of the Church 
in Weymouth. Bosten, Lincoln & 
Edmands. 1809. 

Extracts from the Minutes of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States of 
America, A.D. 1809. Philadelphia, 
Jane Aitkin. 

An American Biographical and 
Historical Dictionary, containing an 
Account of the Lives, Characters, 
and Writings of the most eminent 
persons in North America from its 
first Discovery to the present time, 
and a Summary of the History of the 
several Colonies and of the United 
States. By William Allen, A. M. 
Cambridge, William Hilliard; and 
Farrand, Mallory,& Co. Boston. 1809. 

Select Reviews and Spirit of the 
Foreign Magazines, Ne 8, for Au- 
gust, 1809. By E. Bronson and 
others. Philadelphia, Hopkins, & 
Earle, and Farrand, Mallory, & Co. 
Boston. 

A Circular Address from the Bible 
Society of Massachusetts, with the 


Constitution, List of Officers, Trus. 
tees, &c. Boston, J. Belcher. 1809, 

Proofs of the Corruption of Gen. 
eral James Wilkinson, and of his 
connexion with Aaron Burr, with a 
full refutation of his slanderous alle. 
gations in relation to the character of 
the principal witness against him, 
By Daniel Clark, of the city of New 
Orleans. Philadelphia, W. Hall, jun. 
& George W. Pierie. 1809. 

Memoirs of the American Acade. 
my of Arts and Sciences. Vol. III. 
Part I. 

Collections of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, Vol. X. With 
a General Index to the ten volumes, 

NEW EDITIONS. 

Sermons on Education, from the 
German of the Rev. George Joachim 
Zollikoffer. Boston, T. B. Wait, & 
Co. 809. 

The Star in the East ; A Sermon, 
preached in the Parish Church of St. 
James’, Bristol, on Sunday, July 26, 
1809, for the benefit of the ‘Society 
for Missions to Africa and the East.” 
By the Rev. Claudius Buchanan, 
LL.D. from India. ‘* For we have 
seen his star in the East, and are 
come to worship him.” Matt. ii. 2. 
Philadelphia, Bradford & Inskeep. 

Coelebs in Search of a Wife, com- 
prehending Observations on Domes- 
tic Habits, and Manners, Religion, 
and Morals. From the second Lon- 
don Edition. In two volumes. New 
York. 1809. 

A Dissertation on the Mineral 
Watersof Saratoga. Second Edition, 
enlarged, including an Account ot 
the Waters of Ballstown, embellish- 
ed with a Map of the surrounding 
Country, and a View of the Rock 
Spring at Saratoga. To which are 
added, Considerations upon the Use 
of the Mineral Waters, as prepared 
in this City, both as a Remedy 
Disease, and an ordinary Drink. By 
Valentine Seaman, M.D. one of the 
Surgeons of the New York Hospital. 
New York, Collins & Perkins. 1809. 

Letter from Alexander Hamilton, 
concerning the public conduct and 
character of John Adams, Esq, Pres: 
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ident of the United States. Written 
in the year 1800. New Edition, with 
a Preface. Boston, E. G. House. 1809. 

Letters addressed to Clarinda, &c. 
never before published in America ; 
with a choice Selection of Poems and 
Songs. By Robert Burns, the Scot- 
tish Bard. To which is prefixed, 
a Sketch of his Life and Character. 
Philadelphia, Jane Aitkin. 1809. 

Self Knowledge, a Treatise shew- 
ing the nature and benefit of that im- 
portant science, and the way to attain 
it. Intermixed with various reflec- 
tions and observations on human na- 
ture. By John Mason, A.M. _ Bos- 
ton, Farrand, Mallory, & Co. 1809. 

IN THE PRESS. 

Farrand, Mallory, & Co. Boston, 
have inthe press The Scripture Doc- 
trine of the Atenement examined, 
by John Taylor of Norwich. To 
which is added, candid remarks up- 
on Mr. Taylor’s Discourse, entitled 
Scripture Doctrine, &c. By George 
Hampton, M.A. 

Farrand, Mallory, & Co. Boston, 
and William P. Farrand, & Co. Phila- 
delphia, have in the press, A New 
Abridgment of the Law, by Mat- 
thew Bacon, of the Middle Temple, 
Esq. with considerable additions, by 
Henry Guillim, of the Middle Tem- 
ple, Esq. Barrister at law. The first 
American from the last London edi- 


tion, with large additions incorporat- 
ed ; comprising all the late English 
Law compiled from decisions since 
Mr. Gwillim’s edition. And also, a 
complete Abridgment of American 
Law compiled from all the American 
Decisions now extant, in six volumes. 
WORKS PROPOSED. 

Williams & Whiting of New York, 
propose to republish that new and in- 
teresting work, Thornton Abbey; a 
series of Letters on Religious Sub- 
jects; in one large volume duodeci- 
mo, at 1,25, in boards, or 1,38 bound. 

Samuel T. Armstrong of Charles- 
town, presents to the citizens of the 
United States of America, and friends 
of religion in particular, Proposals 
for publishing by subscription, Ser- 
mons on various Subjects, Divine and. 
Moral. Designed for the use of 
Christian Families, as well as for the 
hours of devout retirement. By Isaac 
Watts, D.D. To which will be add- 
ed Memoirs of the Author, by an 
eminent hand, in 2 vols. 8vo. price to 
subscribers 2 dolls. per volume. 

Thomas & Whipple, Newburyport, 
have m press The Military Compan- 
ion: being a system of Company Dis- 
cipline, founded on the Regulations 
of baron Steuben. Designed for the 
use of the Militia. Third edition, 
improved. Ornamented with hand- 
some Copperplates. 








OBITUARY. 





Mrs. CATHARINE EMERSON, late 
wife of Mr. John Emerson of Hancock, 
N. H. was born A. D. 1743. She 
was the youngest danghter of Mr. 
Noah Eaton of Reading, Massachu- 
setts, and enjoyed the advantages of 
a religious education. Under the 
faithful preaching of the Rev. Mr. 
Hobby, her mind early became sub- 
ject to religious impressions. 

She was admitted a member of the 
first church of Christ in Reading, 
September 24, 1769. 

Her subsequent life evinced the 
sincerity of her profession : that she 
Was a christian, not in name only, 
but in truth. That divine charity, 
which Paul describes as the essence 
of true religion, was the principle 


that habitually governed her conduct. 
Though possessed of superior judg- 
ment and lively sensibilities, they 
were so far under the influence of 
grace, which reigned in her soul, 
that even the profligate and profane 
were constrained to acknowledge the 
excellency and power of true religion. 
The gentleness of her temper, the 
meekness of her mind, the cheerful 
sobriety of her deportment, the cora 
rectness of her sentiments, the piety 
of her conversation, her devout at- 
tendance on the institutions of the 
gospel, and unwearied exertions to 
do good, proved her a follower of Je- 
sus Christ, and gained -her the es- 
teem and applause of every person, 
who enjoyed her acquaintance. 
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In the education of her children, 
she exhibited equal wisdom and as- 


siduity. Recognizing her covenant, 


engagements, when she gave up her 
children inthe sacred ordinance of 
baptism, she was faithful to that cov- 
enant by ‘training them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord ” 
She was a mother, who not only gave 
her children the best counsel and ex- 
amples, but carried them on her heart 
to the throne of grace ; and, in an- 
swerto her prayers and iabors, the 
blessing of Abraham descended upon 
them. Of nine children, who were 
spared to adult age, eight of whom 
survive ; she had the sa‘isfaction, 
several years before her death, to 
see five come forward and publicly 
profess their faith in that divine Re- 
deemer, whom she had long embrac- 
ed as her only portion. 

In no situation is a pious female 
more amiable, useful, or respecta- 
ble, than in rearing a numerous fam- 
ily in the principles of true religion, 
and guiding them in the paths of vir- 
tue. Mrs E. did not deem ita ser- 
vice too arduous, or an office too low, 
to take the religious part of her child- 
ren’s education into her own hands. 
Too well she loved them; too much 
she regarded the welfare of their 
souls, to neglect a concern of such 
infinite moment. While she possess- 
ed their love, respect and obedience to 
an unusualdegree,she was nolesshap- 
py in keeping their consciences awake 
to an abhorrence of sin inevery form, 
and to a regard to every branch of re- 
ligion, by affectionately instilling into 
their minds the most important truths 
in a manner adapted to their capaci- 
ties. A suitable proportion of every 
Sabbath day was devoted to this ob- 
ject. That day she taught her chil 
dren by precept, and by the devout 
manner in which she spent it herself, 


to reverence as a holy sabbath tg 
the Lord. The manner in which she 
taught them the Assembly’s Cate. 
chism and explained the Scriptures, 
was peculiarly tender and engaging, 
and the salutary effects produced, 
proved that the high estimation jy 
which she held the practice was judi. 
ciously placed. After closing the 
business of the day, instead of per. 
mitting her children to go into vain 
or dissolute company, she would of. 
ten call them round her and spend 
the evening in conversing with them 
on the great things of religion, and 
particularly on the various dangers 
and duties peculiar to their age, 
Noble exception from prevailing 
practice ! In administering correc. 
tion, she pursued a practice worthy 
of imitation. She first retired into 
her closet to examine the state of her 
mind, and then prefaced the punish. 
ment with some calm, affectionate 
observations on the guilt of disobe. 
dience, especially as an _ offence 
against God. 

Mrs. E. had, several times, beer 
reduced to the brink of the grave, 
and more than once had taken an af. 
fecting leave of her family and friends, 
in expectation of a speedy departure. 
In that situation, a situation which 
tries the hopes of men, she manifest. 
ed the utmost calmness and conf: 
dence, in God, and patiently waited 
the expected summons. Her last 
lingering illness she bore with chris- 
tian fortitude and submission. Tht 
grace which sanctified her heart and 
lite, softened her dying pillow. In 
the calm triumphs of faith, she yield: 
ed her spirit into the arms of that 
Savior whom she had often recom- 
mended to others, and entered int¢ 
her rest on the 2lst of Decembet, 
1808, in the 65th year of her age. 








DONATION. 


1809, Aug. 3. To the Massachusetts Missionary Society, from the Ladies 


Cent Society in Newburyport, by the hands of Rev. Dr. Spring, $97, 3° 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. ” 


SEVERAL Biographical Sketches, Obituary Notices, and Reviews, are ™ 
hand, and which shall be early inserted. We thank our correspondents fot 


these communications. 


To give room for the proceedings of the General Association, we hav¢ 


given a half sheet extra, for this month. 














